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A Word From Pastor Jeff 
     

About 2000 years ago, the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to a Christian congregation in a city called 
Ephesus. In one part of his letter, Paul lifted up a matter of utmost importance for the church in 
that place in that time.  It rings true for us today, too. 

 

Paul wrote something like this:  

“Remember, Ephesians, once upon a time you were outsiders.  You were actually considered unclean and unholy…no 
good.  You were far away from God—alien—strangers to God and foreign to the ways of God’s people.  Ephesians, at 
one time you were lost, living without God, living without hope.  But now, because of Christ Jesus, you who once 
were excluded have been included.  That’s what Jesus does; in his flesh he makes everything okay and breaks down 
every wall that divides.  So, you are no longer a stranger or alien, you are a citizen with the saints and a member of 
the household of God.  You are included.  You belong.  You are loved.”   

Ephesians 2:11-19, PJPDP (Pastor Jeff’s Present-Day Paraphrase) 

     Do you remember a time or circumstance when you were an outsider?  Do you remember when you were on 
the margin looking in?  Given some time I bet you could.  Everyone can. 

     In the neighborhood where I grew up, there was a little boy who desperately wanted to play with the other 
kids.  But he was younger, and consequently slower and smaller.  The older, faster, bigger kids picked teams.  
And the little boy, if he was chosen at all, was chosen last.  I probably wouldn’t remember that story at all, if it 
weren’t for one important detail.  You probably have it figured out…the little boy was me. 

     From that experience, and plenty of others that would be too hard to write about on this page, I know what it 
is to be standing on the outside looking in.  You do, too.  We all do…to a lesser or greater degree.  It’s a painful 
and a common human experience.   

     Perhaps you even recall a time that you felt like a stranger—an outsider—standing outside the kingdom of 
God…a stranger to God’s mercy and love.  Has there been a time when God seemed far away?  Has there been a 
time when it felt like there was a barrier between you and God?  Was it at the time of a crisis?  Was it when you 
prayed and there was no apparent answer?  Was it when you felt like the burdens of life were too much to bear? 

     Perhaps it’s been a long time since you felt that way.  Perhaps you feel that way today.  But know this, the 
message Paul shared with the Ephesian church 2000 years ago is a message for you today.  Do not despair.  God 
is not far away.  God is not distant.  God has come near to you in the person of Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ God 
knows the pain of human suffering.  In Jesus Christ God knows the bitterness of your tears and the shame of 
your shortcomings.  In Jesus Christ God tears down the walls of isolation—brick by brick—by the sheer power of 
his sacrificial love and his amazing grace. 

     In Jesus Christ, God invites outsiders in…into a relationship that heals and saves.  You are invited into a rela-
tionship that blesses you and frees you.  This relationship will 
empower you and strengthen you.  God in the flesh—love incar-
nate—Jesus Christ invites you to be a citizen and member of the 
household of God.  And by God’s grace, you are.  You are includ-
ed.  You belong.  You are loved.  And that is the Gospel truth. 

 

Pastor Jeff Sandgren 

 

     

Beginning on Easter Sunday 

 April 1, 2018… 

Take a moment and call  

Our Savior’s Daily Devotion Line 
@ 507-331-7477 

God’s blessings today,  



A Word From Pastor Mike 

“But Peter got up and ran to the tomb to see…” 

      Luke 24:12 

 

When I was a teenager years ago, on every Easter Sunday at around 2:00 p.m., my brother Scott 
and I would sit in our living room, watching intently out the window, for the emergence of 
three men from our neighbor’s house across the street.  It was never a matter of IF they would 
appear, but simply WHEN. 

For, you see, these three men—like me and my brother—were creatures of habit.  And our habit, every Easter 
Sunday at around 2:00 p.m., was to gather in the Zaske driveway and play a friendly but fierce game of outdoor 
basketball.  The three men?  They were two brothers named Danny and LeRoy, plus their brother-in-law Mike.  
All three were much older than me and my brother.  All three were as competitive as the day is long.  And all 
three, in the eyes of Scott Zaske and Mike Zaske, were the epitome of ‘coolness’. 

And so, peering through the glass…basketballs in hand…adrenaline pumping through our veins…ready to leap 
out the door at a moment’s notice…we would wait.  And then, as predictably as the sun rising in the east, we’d see 
the screen door at the Hoef’s residence swing open.  LeRoy would always be the first one out the door, followed 
closely by Danny, with brother-in-law Mike and his big smile taking up the rear. 

It generally took approximately 0.03 seconds for me and my brother to fly out of our front door to meet them.  
Superman—even on his best day—never moved as speedily as Scott and I did when we first saw movement from 
across the street.  In the blink of an eye, we would be outside, standing in our driveway, dribbling like Magic 
Johnson, ready to go.  To this day, I’m not certain if it was really the chance to play basketball that drove our 
neighbors to come over and play each Easter as much as it was the self-satisfaction they felt upon seeing the ex-
citement and idol-worship in my brother’s and my eyes.  All I know is that Scott and I were easily the two happi-
est kids in America every Easter Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

As I think back to Scott and I sprinting from our living room to the driveway, hearts full of unbridled joy, I cannot 
help but wonder if Peter felt that same way on the actual Easter Sunday as he sprinted from his living room to the 
empty tomb.  Was Peter’s heart racing like ours were?  Did Peter reach the tomb, as we did the driveway, in the 
blink of an eye?  What was Peter thinking as it dawned on him that the tomb no longer held the body of the cruci-
fied Jesus?  Could he reflect on what had occurred, or did it all happen too fast for him to comprehend?  

It's been 35 years now since the last Easter Sunday basketball game was played at our old house.  I know for a 
fact that it would take me and Scott MUCH longer to go from inside to outside today, and we’d be lucky to make it 
without pulling at least one muscle if we tried to recreate the haste of those days.  I shudder to think about what 
might happen if any of the five of us even tried to play a game of basketball at our ages now in 2018. 

Yet, every time I hear the Easter Gospel, telling me how Peter rushed like the wind to the tomb of Jesus, I think 
about me and Scott rushing to our driveway and the happiness we felt upon arriving.  But I suspect that our glad-
ness was miniscule compared to the euphoria Peter felt as he rushed to the tomb and discovered, much to his 
amazement, that Jesus had been raised from the dead—the true reason we celebrate on Easter Sunday.  

 

May that euphoria be with all of us!   

Pastor Mike  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Worship  

Services—  

Sunday, April 1 

 

8:30 am–  

Traditional Worship  

Music led by  

A. DeWayne Wee and  

Our Savior’s Singers 

 

10:30 am–  

Contemporary Worship 

Music led by  

Free Spirit 

 

 

Holy Communion will be  

Served at both services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  

@ OUR SAVIOR’S 
You’re always welcome at Our Savior’s.  If you’d like to explore membership, read 
on… 

After Easter, there will be two opportunities for you to attend New Member orienta-
tion at OSLC: one series of gatherings on Wednesday nights, the other on Sunday 
mornings.  Take your pick and choose a time that works for you! 

 

Here’s the schedule: 

 

Wednesdays at 6:45 PM  

April 11 & 18 

    

OR 

   

Sundays at 10:45 AM   

April 15 & 22 

 

New members will be welcomed to OSLC  

at worship on either  

Wednesday, April 25 at 6:15pm  

 or Sunday, April 29 at 9:30am 

 

Please contact Pastor Jeff Sandgren if you have questions or would like to attend. 
pastorjeff@oursaviorsfbo.org  507-331-2276. 

 

 

 

mailto:pastorjeff@oursaviorsfbo.org


F a c t s  a n d  F i g u r e s   
f o r   

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8  
            3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  
   
F e b r u a r y  O f f e r i n g  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 1 , 9 3 8  
2 0 1 7   $ 4 8 , 7 1 9    
2 0 1 6   $ 5 6 , 3 4 5  
 
F e b r u a r y  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 7 , 2 1 9  
2 0 1 7   $ 5 2 , 7 1 8  
2 0 1 6   $ 5 1 , 9 2 1  
 

M o n t h  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 8            ( $ 5 , 2 8 1 )  
2 0 1 7     ( $ 3 , 9 9 8 )   
2 0 1 6     $  4 , 4 2 4    
   
 
Y T D  I n c o m e  
2 0 1 8   $ 1 0 7 , 9 6 1   
2 0 1 7   $ 1 1 4 , 5 9 5  
2 0 1 6   $ 1 1 0 , 6 7 6  
 
Y T D  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 1 1 8 , 1 9 1   
2 0 1 7   $ 1 0 9 , 3 8 4  
2 0 1 6   $   9 8 , 3 0 0  

Y T D  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 8   ( $ 1 0 , 2 3 1 )  
2 0 1 7    $   5 , 2 1 1      
2 0 1 6    $ 1 2 , 3 7 6  
 
 

R i s e  C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n  
F u n d s  R e c e i v e d .   

 
3  Y e a r  G o a l — $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  

F u n d s  r e c e i v e d  a s  o f   
M a r c h  1 s t  o v e r  

$ 2 3 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  
 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Prayers for those  

who mourn: 

 

Tim and Amy Cox Family 

In the death of  

Amy’s father, Larry Horstman.  

 

Steve and Lisa Quimby Family  

In the death of  

Steve’s father, Lowell Quimby. 

 

Carson and Jonna Hruby Family  

In the death of  

Jonna’s grandmother, Leila Johnson. 

 

Mark and Marcia Helgeson 

In the death of  

Mark’s mother, Alyce Helgeson. 

 

May the promise of the resurrection into eternal life give 
you much hope and comfort in this time of  loss. 

 

 March Baptisms 

March 11, 2018 

Brielle Burch 

Daughter of Kelly Phelps and Blade Burch. 

 

March 25, 2018 

Serenity Malone and Savannah Friedrich 

Daughters of Nicole Friedrich. 

Welcome to the family little one! 



 

 
RISE Capital Campaign Funding.  

 

The RISE Campaign had pledges of $750,000 and through the generosity of members, 
has already received over $230,000 in funds. 

These funds are planned to create financial stability, enhance the facility to foster com-
munity and provide ministry and outreach.  The funds received will be used first to 
eliminate the mortgage debt.  After the mortgage debt is eliminated, the funds will be 
split between facilities and ministry outreach.   

 

Tier 1: Eliminate mortgage debt. 

Net Due to shareholders (principal & interest) 10/31/2018  $247,119 

Debt Reduction (DRIP) Checking  Balance     $201,552 

Amount Needed to Pay off Debt       $45,556 (As of February 28, 2018) 

 

Wow!  We are so thankful for your continued generosity to help reach the goal to pay off the debt.  We are 
almost there! 

 

Tier 2: Facility enhancement and ministry outreach 

 

 Facility enhancement—As recommended by the Root Table, new Boilers and new Furnaces are on the top of 
the list and planned for Fall 2018 if funds are available. The replacement of boilers is estimated at $60,000 
and the replacement of furnaces in education building is estimated $19,000.  The other necessary updates 
and repairs include the Parking Lot (and new parking lot lights), updating Interior Lighting to LED, and new 
Sanctuary Projectors.  

 

 Ministry and Outreach  - The planning for this goal was awaiting the arrival of Pastor Jeff.  He will be working 
with Pastor Mike, the staff, council and members to further define the details of these goals.  These goals in-
clude: 

 

 Reach new people and incorporate them into the life of the church through worship, Christian education, 
fellowship and small groups. We will create opportunities for members to develop meaningful relationships 
with other members and the wider community of Faribault. Through hospitality we hope all who enter our 
doors will feel invited as part of our faith community.  

 Create opportunities for those who are hurting and in difficult life circumstances in hopes to allow space for 
members to heal together in a safe environment.  

 Worship is at the heart of ministry of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. We will actively work at increasing 
membership by striving for excellence in worship by providing a ministry that connects worshipers to God 
and deepens their spiritual generosity and relationship with Christ.  

 

We are thankful for your continued prayer as we continue to define the ministry and outreach throughout the 
coming years. 

 

 

 



 

Root Table on the Property Priorities for the RISE Capital Campaign.  
 

 
The Root Table was formed as part of the new Governance Structure of Our Savior’s in 2016. In 2017, charters 
were formed and the responsibilities for the Root Table were separated into teams:  
 
Facilities Team:   Property and Management  
Personnel Team:  Organizational Structure 
Finance Team:  Stewardship and Finance  
 
Members of the Root Table include: 
Georganne Danielson, Brian Stockland, Ray Wood, Dick Berge, Brad Haugen, Kim Schmidt, Gary Glienke, Glenn 
Holman, Jon Weng, Peggy Paulson, Kelly Jensen, Ken Hubert, Chris Trebelhorn, and Butch Hanson. 
 
The Root Table is recommending that the mortgage debt is paid off as soon as funds are available and to move 
forward with projects earmarked for Rise Campaign funds.  

 

In April 2017 the Capital Campaign Team asked the Root Table to come up with the top 5 priorities from the 
2015 Assessment report.  
 
The list included:  
1. Replacement of Boilers - $60,000 (replace with high efficiency units as one boiler is 48 years old)  

2. Replacement of Furnaces in Education Building - $19,000.00 (replace with high efficiency units)  

3. Parking Lot Removal and Resurface -(Entire Lot) Approx. 86,940 SF (9660 SY).  

 Estimated $192,450.00 – including Replacing Parking lot Lights with LED Lights.  

1. LED Lighting throughout building – (Replace all old fluorescent fixtures)  

2. Update Projectors in the Sanctuary (Current projectors are 14 years old)  

 
The replacement of boilers and furnaces is critical due to increased repair costs and performance concerns.  The 
plan is to replace these prior to Fall 2018 if the funds are available from the RISE campaign.  The plans for these 
replacements will begin taking place in Spring and multiple vendor bids were received in 2017 to support the 
vendor selection and refine the work requirements. 
 
To continue on a strong financial health track, the Root Table recommends that money is not spent until Rise 
funds are received.  This makes the planning more difficult, as the Rise pledges were for a 3 year period and there 
is not visibility into when the funds will be received over the three years.  We are hopeful the funding will be 
front-loaded to help address some of the immediate facilities items. 
 
Additionally, there is a recommendation to commit to designating a suitable amount of the general fund budget to 
cover anticipated future facility’s needs. The plan is that these funds will be directed to a restricted account for 
the specific use of building needs.  The plan would be that once the mortgage debt is paid off, the annual $61,000 
(this is the principal and interest paid each year) from the General Budget, will have a portion of this amount set 
aside each month for the facilities. 
 
 
 
 



Attention Our Savior’s Book Readers:  
 

Join us on April 16th when we discuss the book Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by 
Susannah Cahalan.  We meet at 7:30 pm in the Library.  Everyone is welcome. 

About the book: 

An award-winning memoir and instant New York Times bestseller that goes far beyond 
its riveting medical mystery, Brain on Fire is the powerful account of one woman’s 
struggle to recapture her identity. 

When twenty-four-year-old Susannah Cahalan woke up alone in a hospital room, strapped to her bed and unable 
to move or speak, she had no memory of how she’d gotten there. Days earlier, she had been on the threshold of a 
new, adult life: at the beginning of her first serious relationship and a promising career at a major New York news-
paper. Now she was labeled violent, psychotic, a flight risk. What happened? 

In a swift and breathtaking narrative, Susannah tells the astonishing true story of her descent into madness, her 
family’s inspiring faith in her, and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t happen. “A fascinating look at the dis-
ease that . . . could have cost this vibrant, vital young woman her life” (People), Brain on Fire is an unforgettable 
exploration of memory and identity, faith and love, and a profoundly compelling tale of survival and perseverance 
that is destined to become a classic.  (Barnes and Noble Review). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lamplighters April Meeting 

April 3 
1:00pm 

In the All Purpose Room 

Food Challenge Final Totals 

 

Our Savior’s –33,360.25 

First English –34,464.95 

 

First English is the winner this 
year!.  Remember there are no los-
ers in the Great Food Challenge.  
Together we raised 67,825.20 
pounds of food for the hungry 
people in the Faribault Area.   
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 Upcoming Stepping Stones Classes  

& Presentations: 

 

5th Grade – My Body, God’s Gift 

Our fifth grade Stepping Stone is entitled, “My 
Body, God’s Gift.”  Our goal in offering this stepping stone is to give our stu-
dents an understanding of what they are/or will soon be experiencing, to 
give them some “tools” to make healthy choices, and to build their self-
esteem.  We also hope to equip parents in talking about issues of sexuality; 
how it is a gift from God and how to affirm their kids being comfortable 
with who God designed them to be.  On Wednesday, April 4th in the Li-
brary from 5:00-5:30 pm there will be a preview session for parents 
only. We will be discussing the resources that will be used for the 
stepping stone class. If you can’t make it but would like to review the re-
sources, please let me know and I will loan it to you.   Topics of sexuality 
can be uncomfortable for some people, therefore we hope to make all of 
the information we will be discussing accessible to parents, so you can feel 
prepared and knowledgeable about what to expect at these sessions. 

   

Our stepping stone, My Body, God’s Gift will take place on Wednesday, 
April 11th & 18th   at 6:15 -7:30 pm . It will take the place of our regular 
Wednesday evening classes.  We will meet in the Chapel each week.  At our 
first session we will talk about the changes occurring within one’s body 
during adolescent years.  We will also talk about our differences, building 
self-esteem, and making healthy choices.  Our second session will include 
looking at ways the media encourage unrealistic expectations for our bod-
ies.  We will also talk about healthy relationships and how best to accept 
and take care of our bodies and ourselves. The presentation of their step-
ping stone will be at worship on Wednesday, April 25th or Sunday, April 
29th.  

Day Camp 2018  

June 24th    

(Sunday Evening Worship and Registration at 
6:00pm) 

June 25th – 28th   9:00am-3:00pm  

(Kindergarten through completed 5th Grade) 

We are excited to share in the hosting of Day Camp and the camp will be 
hosted by First English again this year! This year Green Lake Lutheran 
Ministries will lead us in a week of devotions, games, crafts and fellowship. 
We hope to have a FULL house with First English and OSLC kids! We are 
looking for 3 homes to house camp counselors for the week, please let Kira 
know if you are able to house any students.  The cost is $30 for members 
and $60 for non-members of OSLC plus a $10 fee for lunch for the week. 
Please watch for registration in mid April for this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last day of  

Wednesday School  

and Confirmation is:  

Wednesday, May 2nd.  

 

The last day of  

Sunday School is  

Sunday, May 6th.  

 

 

 

 

***FALL REGISTRATION*** 

 

Registration for the 2018-
2018 will be available on 
Wednesday April 18th Please 
register your children before 
the end of this year so we 
can plan for Fall! The Road 
Map that includes 2018-
2019 dates for Stepping 
stones and Christian Educa-
tion will be available in Au-
gust!!! 

Please watch your mailboxes 
for that information.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation NOTES 

 

Confirmation 8th Grade Family Event - 4.18.18 

Please mark your calendar for Wednesday, April 18th. Confirmands and their parents or guardians are invited to 
a special family event at 5:00 pm. We will gather for a meal and reflect more on Confirmation and how to contin-
ue to put faith at the center of your family after confirmation has ended.  In order to plan for the meal, please 
RSVP by Wednesday, April 11th to kira@oursaviorsfbo.org. 

 

 

 

Confirmation Sunday for all students in 8th Grade - 5.6.18 

Confirmation Students will be recognized at the beginning of worship at our 9:30 am Worship Service. We ask 
that your student arrive for worship by 9:00 am. Each Confirmation Student will wear a robe during worship and 
the confirmation service. All robes need to be returned to OSLC by Sunday, May 13th.   

After recognition at the 9:30 service, students will leave service early to go to the Chapel where each student will 
have a picture taken. These pictures are available to purchase by each family. You will receive the order form on 
Confirmation Sunday. All order forms are due that same day. We will email you when the pictures are available 
for pick up.  

The Confirmation Service at 11:00am. Confirmation Students will sit as a class at the front of the sanctuary. Fam-
ilies and Baptismal Sponsors will be invited up during part of the service to pray over their child. This is a very 
special day in your child’s life. Please feel free to invite all of your friends, family and other special people in your 
child’s life. They will want to celebrate this day with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April Volunteers  

 
Team 5  ©Cindy Schuenke    ©Rick Bartness 

   Stew Schuenke    Dave Henry  

   Cheri Sterling     Jan Luikens  

   Shirley Luikens    Linda Mueller  

   Lori Tuff     Robin Finke   

    

Welcome Counter 

April 1 Sandy Rost   

April 8 Scott and Jill Finstuen  

April 15 Lyle and Ruth Olson 

April 22 Clarence and Vivian Anderson 

April 29  Arvid and Pat Mensing 

Communion  

April 1 (8:30)      April 1 (10:30) 

Comm. Prep: Dennis and Rita Wunderlich  Comm. Prep: Mary Osborne  

Servers: Dennis and Rita Wunderlich  Servers:  Todd Markman 

  Mary and Marv Tatge     Dan and Karen Rasmussen  

  Butch Hanson      Troy and Tara Dunn 

  Katelyn Jensen      Erica Staab/Absher   

  Kira Anderson      Kira Anderson 

  Megan Stahl      Megan Stahl     

April 15             

Comm. Prep: Dave and Sarah Stensrud     

Servers: Dave Borka  

  Linda Mueller  

  Ellen Bisping 

  Lori Boyle 

  Becky Bender  

  Amy Stadler      

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readers  

 

April 1  (8:30)     (10:30) 

  Krista Cox    Troy Dunn 

April 8 Cullen Cox 

April 15 Dick Huston 

April 22 Robin Finke 

April 29  John Currie  

 

Acolytes 

April 1  (8:30)     (10:30) 

  Volunteer Needed  Volunteer Needed 

April 8 Alexis Finstuen 

April 15 Ainsley Luettel 

April 22 Kaylee Finstuen 

April 29 Owen Anderson  

 

Tech. Team  
April 1  (8:30)       (10:30) 

  Linda Hanegraaf and Jonna Hruby   Mark Zentner 

April 8  Dick Lawson and Mark Zentner  

April 15 Troy and Carlie Caron 

April 22 Ken Butzow and Mark Zentner 

April 29  Curt and Georganne Danielson 

 

 



V i s i t  u s   o n  t h e  w e b !  
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Serving is from  

5:00-6:00pm 

 

 

Cost is $3.00 per person  

with a family maximum  

Of $15.00. 

 

 

Come  enjoy great food 
and fellowship with your 

church family!   

All are welcome.  

April 4 

Beef and Chicken Tacos 

 

April 11 

Pizza  

 

April 18 

Sloppy Joes  

 

April 25 

Tater Tot Hotdish  


