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A Word From Pastor Jeff 

The other day I received this email from one of our Confirmation Leaders: 

      

Hello Pastor Jeff, 

     Tonight, in our 8th grade confirmation class I asked the kids to come up with questions they have 
been pondering. Since they are getting confirmed in May I wanted to open up some dialogue.  If you 

would be so kind to respond with your knowledge and expertise I will follow up with them next week. 

1. If you don't read the bible does that make you less of a Christian? 

2. How do we know that God is real? 

3. What's the difference between God and Jesus? 

4. Can people really come back to life? 

5. Why is God sometimes there for people and not others? Why does he help some and not others when they 
are sick/hurting? 

6. Did Pilot want to kill Jesus? 

7. Do we have angels looking out for us? 

8. What is the importance of being Confirmed? 

9. When people die do they really see the light? 

Thanks so much for taking the time to answer their questions. 

     Much appreciated, Tammy Ross 

 

Here’s my reply: 

 

     Greetings Tammy and Confirmation Students!    

     I'm really impressed with the questions you are asking.  I wonder if it would surprise you to know that I've 
asked a lot of these questions myself?      

     Curiosity and the ability to ask questions is a gift from God.  Really!  Sometimes people think that being a per-
son of faith means that you have all the right answers.  I disagree.  I think being a person of faith causes us to ask 
the right questions...questions that help us understand God, each other, the world, and ourselves. 

     So... let me take a shot at your questions.  (I only wish we could talk about this stuff face-to-face.  Maybe Tam-
my and I can figure out how to make that happen sometime soon.) 

     Blessings! Pastor Jeff 

     P.S.  I'm really glad that you have a cool teacher like Tammy who has encouraged you to ask such terrific ques-
tions.  And, FYI, I'm looking forward to watching you grow in faith and life here at Our Savior's!  You'll be in my 
prayers… 

1.  If you don't read the bible does that make you less of a Christian? 

The short answer is no.  But it's not that simple.  Did you know that it wasn't until the time of Martin Luther (in 
the 1500's) that most people in the world had access to a Bible?  It wasn't until that time that the Bible was trans-
lated into the languages that regular people could understand.  So, why should you read the Bible?  Let me put it 
like this:  If somebody who really loved you was to send you a love letter, they would want you to read it, 
right.  They would want you to know that you are loved...that you are special...that you matter.  The Bible is God's 
love letter to you.  It's also filled with real wisdom and important guidance for life.  We don't read the Bible be-
cause we have to...we read it because it makes our lives better and it teaches us how to make other people's lives 
better, too.   

(continues on page 3 and 4) 



2.  How do we know that God is real? 

A wise person once said, "Even a fool knows that a house does not build itself."  The fancy theological argument 
is something like: In order for creation to exist there must be a creator...a master builder.  Science, particularly 
physics, reveals that there was "something" before all of creation came into being.  That "something," for people 
like me is God.  Some think science and faith contradict each other.  Not me.  Science and faith go hand in 
hand.  Science answers the “how” question of creation.  Faith answers the question of “who.”  I see evidence of 
God's handiwork everywhere I look.  In the stars in the sky, in the beauty of the earth, in the complexity of the 
universe.  I also experience God's presence in people--in fact people like you who have the capacity to ask ques-
tions like this!  For me though, it's also a matter of the heart--I know in my heart that there is a God.  That's a gift 
called faith.  And I'm grateful for it. 

 

3. What's the difference between God and Jesus? 

As Christians, we say God and Jesus are one--along with the Holy Spirit...we call that the Trinity.  It's like saying 
1+1+1=1.  It's kind of a mystery.  But maybe the better way of saying it is 1X1X1=1!  Each part of the equation 
magnifies the other.  One of my favorite ways of talking about Jesus is to say Jesus was "God with skin on."  When 
God wanted us to see what God really looked like, God sent Jesus.  It's hard to imagine God, but Jesus shows us 
what we need to see. 

 

4. Can people really come back to life? 

I'm not exactly sure what you mean.  For instance, I know people whose hearts have stopped beating for a short 
time and have been revived.  They died, and were dead briefly, but are now alive.  That's a medical possibility 
accomplished by doctors.  I wonder if you're talking about resurrection...that's a miracle accomplished by God.  I 
believe that Jesus died a real death, and was dead for three days, and that God brought him back to life.  The ear-
ly followers of Jesus witnessed this miracle and the church has been telling about it for 2000 years.  I also believe 
that because Jesus was raised from the dead, people like you and me don't need to be afraid of the power of 
death.  I believe that we will live with God forever. 

 

5. Why is God sometimes there for people and not others? Why does he help some and not others when 
they are sick/hurting? 

This is a question people have been asking forever!  And the answer is not easy to come by.  I believe that wheth-
er or not people know or feel that God is with them at any particular time, God is always there.  Always.  So...are 
you breathing?  Yes...I hope!  Were you aware that you were breathing before I asked the question?  Maybe 
not.  But, either way, the air you breathe is there whether you recognize it or not.  So is God.  The question of hu-
man suffering is the one that continues to bug me...why do bad things happen to good people?  The honest an-
swer is I don't know.  But I do know this: even in the face of really bad circumstances God promises to be 
there.  This promise brings me real comfort and I've seen how this promise brings hope to others. 

 

6. Did Pilot want to kill Jesus? 

I'm not sure, but here's what I think.  Pilate really didn't care that much about Jesus.  What he did care about was 
his own power.  And Jesus threatened Pilate's power by saying that God was in charge...and not Pilate, or the Ro-
mans, or anybody else.  So, Pilate decided that Jesus had to die.  I don't believe that Pilate knew what he was ac-
tually doing.  What I do believe is that God was able to take the greatest injustice of all time, the death of his Son, 
and use it for good. 

7. Do we have angels looking out for us? 

The Biblical word for angel can be translated into English as "messenger."  I believe that God has always sent 
messengers to God's people to help them in times of confusion or need.  Angels have always told God's people to 
not be afraid and to have hope.  They may not look like the ones you'll see in movies or on TV, but that doesn't 
mean that angels aren't real. 

8. What is the importance of being Confirmed? 



8. What is the importance of being Confirmed? 

There is nothing magical about Confirmation, but it's really important.  When you were a child, most of you were 
baptized because of a decision your parents made to bring you up in the faith.  They took a stand for what they 
believed in and for what they thought really mattered.  Ultimately, we all have to take a stand for what we believe 
and for what we think matters.  The process of confirmation (the years of learning and education) prepares each 
of us to figure out what we want to stand for.  If we want to stand for love, justice, mercy, kindness, forgiveness, 
goodness, truth, hope, etc., being Confirmed is one way to declare it publicly and before God.  I really loved my 
confirmation experience.  If you'd like to know why, just ask me!!!! 

 

9. When people die do they really see the light? 

I have had the privilege to be with many people as they were in the process of dying.  Each death was unique and 
special...and holy.  I've had people tell me that they have sensed that God was calling them to let go and come to 
Him.  I've had some tell me that they have felt like people who had already died came to invite them to come to 
heaven.  And several people have told me that they felt like there was something beautiful, some described it as 
light, beckoning them to enter God's presence.  All of those stories have made me feel less fearful about death and 
more open to the surprises that will greet me when I go to be with God.  Ultimately, it's a mystery that none of us 
will understand until it happens to us.  In the meantime, God wants us to live fully and with hope for everyday of 
life, including our last day! 

 

Here’s a list of all the 8th Grade Confirmation Students  

who will celebrate the  

Affirmation of Baptism  

on Sunday, May 6:  

Aiden Andersen  Tessa Bauer 

Cole Dunn   Nathan Eitel 

Sarah Engbrecht  Keaton Ginter 

Cameryn Grunseth   Kacie Hofius    

Katie Johannsen  Ethan Krogh 

Kaitlyn Limon   Devin Lockerby   

Ryann Luis   Nathan Menard 

Myles Munoz   Hunter Nelson 

MaKenzie Paige  Elizabeth Peterson 

Nathan Pientka  Kaden Roiger 

Paige Ross   Nicole Schrot 

Carter Sietsema  Evy Vetrus 

       Whitton Wolf.   

 

Please pray for them and their leaders: Al Menard, Terri Menard, Troy Caron, Marnie Roiger, Tammy 
Ross, and ReNae Trebelhorn.   

 

 

 

 

 



A Word From Pastor Mike 

 

My brother has two prophets from God who live with him.  Seriously, he does. 

Last spring, my brother’s 21 year-old cat died.  So, he and his wife decided to get anoth-
er cat.  In fact, they wound up getting two—two brothers that he named Kip and Henry.  
(Note: If you can figure out the TV reference of those names, be sure to mention to me that 
you got it!)    

I was recently at my brother’s house, and spent the better part of a day with the new 
cats.  And as I was entertained by Kip and Henry, I found myself realizing that these two felines were 
actually little messengers sent by God with some important teachings for me that day.  Allow me to 
elaborate. 

One thing about the cats that I picked up on immediately was their capacity for infinite curiosity.  Kip 
and Henry were never ‘bored’ the entire time I was with them.  If I put my foot up on the coffee table, 
they both had to come and check it out.  If I went to my brother’s refrigerator to get a Coke, they both 
had  to tag along to investigate.  If there was even the slightest noise from upstairs, the two of them 
were up there in approximately 0.03 seconds.  They did not appear to let any time slip away mindlessly.  
No, they were always analyzing and surveying something, learning constantly. 

As for me, I have not been so good about learning.  Like many of us, I have the nasty habit of wasting in-
ordinate amounts of my life doing nothing constructive.  God created us humans with amazing brain 
power.  I truly believe the cats were sending me a prophetic message from God reminding me to use my 
magnificent God-given mind much more than I typically do. 

Another trait I saw displayed by these cat brothers was tenacity.  At one point, my brother set one of the 
cat toys up high on his kitchen island counter.  Kip (the naughtier of the two cats) immediately tried to 
jump up on one of the high-seated chairs next to the counter to retrieve the toy—and he almost pulled 
it off, but slid off the chair, crashing back to the hard floor.  I smiled, thinking that Kip had learned a 
tough lesson.  Was I ever wrong!  Faster than I could blink an eye, Kip tried again and was up on that 
counter, toy in his mouth.  He wasn’t going to let one failure hold him back, no sir. 

I felt humbled.  How many times in my life, at the first sign of difficulty, have I given up on something?  
How many times have I never even tried to ‘jump up on the chair’ in the first place?  I swear I could hear 
the Prophet Kip urging me to be bolder and trust that God will be with me in the midst of difficulties, 
even if I fall from time-to-time. 

Finally, a third quality I observed from the cats was ingenuity.  We humans were watching television, 
with lots of snacks on the coffee table—which, as you might expect, captured the cats’ attention.  So, 
every five seconds, either Kip or Henry (or both) would be on the coffee table, trying once again to get a 
morsel or two of people food.  Each time, my brother would set them back on the floor, and then ‘close 
down’ the route they had used to get up there in the first place.  It didn’t matter.  Within no time at all, 
the cats had found a new way to return, via the couch…via the chair…leaping over the barriers…  It 
seemed that they had (at least) Plans A through Z! 

Again, I swear I could hear God’s voice telling me to learn from what I was seeing right before my very 
eyes.  Doing what I do as a pastor, there are so many ways to spread God’s saving message of love and 
grace and forgiveness.  But sometimes I get into ruts and become unimaginative.  To the untrained ear, 
as Kip and Henry were removed once again from the coffee table, they appeared to be saying merely, 
‘Meow’.  However, what they were actually saying to me was, “Have you noticed, Pastor Mike, that we 
keep finding new ways to get up here?  It might be good to remember this lesson.” 

I always had pictured prophets as having bald heads and really long beards.  Apparently not all of them 
do.  

   



NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  

@ OUR SAVIOR’S 

 
You’re always welcome at Our Savior’s.  If you’d like to explore member-
ship, read on… 

 

After Easter, there will be two opportunities for you to attend New Mem-
ber orientation at OSLC: one series of gatherings on Wednesday nights, 
the other on Sunday mornings.  Take your pick and choose a time that 
works for you! 

 

Here’s the schedule: 

 

Wednesdays at 6:45 PM  

April 11 & 18    

 

OR   

 

Sundays at 10:45 AM   

April 15 & 22 

 

New members will be welcomed to OSLC at worship on either  

Wednesday, April 25 at 6:15pm  

 or Sunday, April 29 at 9:30am 

 

Please contact Pastor Jeff Sandgren if you have 
questions or would like to attend. 

 

pastorjeff@oursaviorsfbo.org 

507-331-2276 

mailto:pastorjeff@oursaviorsfbo.org


F a c t s  a n d  F i g u r e s   
f o r   

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7   
            3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  
   
D e c e m b e r   O f f e r i n g  
2 0 1 7   $ 8 1 , 7 6 2  
2 0 1 6   $ 7 1 , 5 8 1  
2 0 1 5   $ 6 7 , 8 8 1  
 
D e c e m b e r  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 7   $ 5 0 , 8 0 6  
2 0 1 6   $ 5 6 , 5 0 9  
2 0 1 5   $ 6 0 , 5 0 1  
 

M o n t h  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 7            $ 3 0 , 9 5 5  
2 0 1 6     $ 1 5 , 0 7 3  
2 0 1 5     $   7 , 3 8 0  
   

Y e a r  T o  D a t e  
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
O f f e r i n g   
2 0 1 7   $ 6 7 5 , 5 1 0  
2 0 1 6   $ 6 6 7 , 6 1 2  
2 0 1 5   $ 6 6 2 , 0 5 3  
 
E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 7   $ 6 3 2 , 1 5 7  
2 0 1 6   $ 6 2 6 , 4 8 9  
2 0 1 5   $ 6 3 9 , 6 4 1  
 

Y e a r  T o  D a t e  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 7   $ 4 3 , 3 5 3  
2 0 1 6   $ 4 1 , 1 2 3  
2 0 1 5           $ 2 2 , 4 1 1  
 
 
T h a n k s  t o  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y ,  w e  f i n -
i s h e d  2 0 1 7  i n  t h e  b l a c k .   O u r  S a v i o r ’ s  
i s  b l e s s e d  w i t h  m a n y  g r a t e f u l  h e a r t s .   
B l e s s i n g s  t o  a l l  i n  2 0 1 8 .    

 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e   

Our Prayers for those  

who mourn: 

 

 

Larry Horstman 

Amy and Tim Cox, Keegan and Kyle  

In the death of  

Carol Horstman.  

 

Troy Caron Family 

In the death of  

Troy’s cousin, 

Justin Lentz. 

 

Del and Julie Spronk  

In the death of  

Del’s mother,  

Maggie Spronk. 

 

Erv and Carol Fahrenholtz 

In the death of  

Carol’s sister, 

Janice Roohan.  

 

May the promise of the resurrection into eternal life give 
you much hope and comfort in this time of  loss. 

 

  January Baptisms 

January 14, 2018 

Burke and Bernadette Braun  

Children of Kellie and Justin Braun.  

  

Edison Cross 

Son of  Jessica and Rock Cross  

 

Welcome to the family little ones! 

 



Attention Our Savior’s Book Readers:  
 

 Join us on Monday February 19th when we meet to discuss the book "Sharp Objects" by Gillian 
Flynn.  We meet at 7:30 pm in the Library.  Everyone is welcome. 

About the book: 

Fresh from a brief stay at a psych hospital, reporter Camille Preaker faces a troubling assignment: she must return 
to her tiny hometown to cover the murders of two preteen girls. For years, Camille has hardly spoken to her neu-
rotic, hypochondriac mother or to the half-sister she barely knows: a beautiful thirteen-year-old with an eerie grip 
on the town. Now, installed in her old bedroom in her family's Victorian mansion, Camille finds herself identifying 
with the young victims—a bit too strongly. Dogged by her own demons, she must unravel the psychological puzzle 
of her own past if she wants to get the story—and survive this homecoming.   

(Barnes and Noble Review) 

  

 
 Lamplighters 

February 6 
12:00pm 

In the All Purpose Room 
 

Valentine Celebration 
Lunch and Program provided by Our Savior’s Staff.  

 

THE LENTEN FOOD  

CHALLENGE IS ON!! 

The friendly food collection challenge with First English Lu-
theran will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 14.   You are 
invited to bring a food item (or several) each time you come 
to the church. Cash donations are also welcome. If we come 
in second, we will be serving ice cream some Sunday morn-
ing at First English. If we pull off victory, the pastors from 
1st English along with their congregation will return the 
favor. 

 

This year the food drive will benefit the Faribault food shelf  and ELCA World Hunger - 
meaning that the true winners are the hungry people of Faribault and throughout the 
world.   We are grateful for your generosity! 

 

“Let the Challenge Begin”! 



           
        

P a g e  9  

Wednesday February 14th marks the first day of Lent…also known as 
Ash Wednesday!! Please come and worship with your kids during this 
wonderful service where they will receive the imposition of Ashes.  As a 
reminder we will have Confirmation and Wednesday School all throughout 
Lent.  

  

A Valentine’s Day Treasure  

brought to you by G.I.F.T 

 

We are all called by Christ to love 
one another, not just on one day, 
but all of the time!  G.I.F.T. would 
like to invite everyone to our Val-
entine’s Event. During this event 
we will give you tools to remem-
ber God’s love and presences in 
our daily lives.  

 

Who: EVERYONE of ALL AGES 

When: February 14th, from 5-
6pm* 

Where: Chapel 

Why: It is good for us as adults 
and children to remember that 
no matter what the weight of our 
daily lives, there are moments of 
blessings, reminding us He is 
near. 

 

RSVP: Sunday, February 11th  so we can plan accordingly for sup-
plies. 

 

 

*This G.I.F.T. event does not require you to attend for the whole hour. 
Please come anytime between 5 and 6pm individually or as a family 
unit. It will take you about 15 minutes to complete the event. You will 
leave with the tools to complete this “Valentine’s Day Treasure” and 
sustain it through Easter Sunday.  

Upcoming Stepping 
Stones Classes & 

Presentations: 

 

4th Grade –  

First Communion 

 
Holy Communion is God’s gift to 
us. When we celebrate Holy 
Communion, we have the prom-
ise from God that our sins are 
forgiven and Jesus is with us 
being present in the bread and 
wine. We are excited to be offer-
ing this class during Lent again.. 
The Classes for children and 
parents will be held on Wednes-
day, March 7th & 14th from 7-
8pm in the All Purpose Room. 
Please note that the class will be 
taking place immediately fol-
lowing worship and will not end 
until 8pm. Please make prior ar-
rangements for your Wednes-
day School and Confirmation 
age students when class gets 
over at 7:30. We will be cele-
brating their First Communion 
during Holy Week. Please 
choose from one of the three 
options:  

Wednesday, March 28th  

at 6:15pm or  

Sunday, April 1st  

at 8:30am or 10:30am 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Retreat 

All Confirmation Students that are in 8th grade this year and will be confirmed are required to attend an over 
night retreat with Pastor Jeff and Kira Anderson. The retreat will be at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Friday, 
March 9th at 7pm and last until Saturday, March 10th at 10am. We look forward to spending this time with you as 
we explore what it truly means to be confirmed. Watch your mailboxes for the invitations.   

Confirmation Family Event - 4.18.18 

Because this is such an important event we would like to honor the Confirmands and their parents and guardians 
with a meal. Please mark your calendar for Wednesday, April 18th at 5:00 pm. We will gather for a meal and re-
flect on Confirmation and how to continue to put faith at the center of your family after confirmation has ended.  
In order to plan for the meal, please RSVP by Wednesday, April 11 to kira@oursaviorsfbo.org 

 

Confirmation Sunday - 5.6.18 

This year Confirmation Sunday is on Sunday, May 6th at 11am. Confirmation Students will be recognized at the 
beginning of worship at our 9:30 am Worship Service as part of the Stepping Stones Ministry at our church. Fami-
lies and Baptismal Sponsors are invited to attend this service. They will be invited to the front during part of the 
service to pray over their child.  

 



NO SUNDAY SCHOOL during Lent.  

Instead, join us for Wiggle Worship! 

February 18th & 25th  

during 9:30 am Worship  

WHO? Wiggle worship is for children that need to get up and move during worship so you as parents can 

focus on worship! Even the littlest of children are welcome! 

WHAT? A worship service that allows your littlest children to hear the morning story while engaging in wor-

ship. Children will hear the bible story and interact using their five senses.  

WHERE? The Fireworks Room  

WHY? At Our Savior’s Lutheran Church every age group is included in our worship. All members are treasured and 

respected here! We seek to nurture the faith of children and youth alongside their families through creative and en-

gaging learning experiences and trusted personal relationships. We want families and people of all ages to experi-

ence God’s love and discover how God is active in their lives.  

WHEN? February 18th & 25th during 9:30 am Worship service. Children will be brought back into the service during 

offering.   

Questions??? Please contact Kira Anderson, Director or Faith Formation or Megan Stahl, Children and Youth 

Coordinator with any questions at 507-331-2276 or cyc@oursaviorsfbo.org. 

Look for the March dates in the March Newsletter! 



 

February  Volunteers  
Team 5  ©Scott Finstuen    ©Paul Quandt 

   Jarid Finstuen    Dave Hering  

   Diana Hering     Ken Hubert 

   Steve Ecker     Desta Ecker 

   Becky Krogh     Ethan Krogh  

   Larry Zimmermann    Brenda Zimmermann  

    

       

 

Welcome Counter 

February 4  Brad and Jenna Lombard 

February 11  Sandy Rost 

February 18  Scott and Jill Finstuen  

February 25  Lyle and Ruth Olson 

 

 

Communion  

 

February 4       February 18 

Communion Prep: Dave and Sarah Stensrud  Communion Prep: Beth Moore 

Servers:  Dave Borka    Servers:   Barb Condit 

   Linda Mueller       Kacie Hofius 

   Ellen Bisping       Troy and Tara Dunn 

   DeDe Howie       2 volunteers needed 

   Becky Bender 

   Krista Cox 

 

      



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readers  

 

February 4  Lisa Quimby  

February 11  Ellen Bisping 

February 18   Rick Bartness 

February 25  Kelly Jensen 

 

 

Acolytes 

February 4  Ainsley Luettel 

February 11  Kaylee Finstuen 

February 18  Owen Anderson 

February 25  Kaylee Finstuen 

 

Tech. Team  

 

February 4  Linda Hanegraaf and Jonna Hruby  

February 11  Dick Lawson and Mark Zentner 

February 18   Curt and Georganne Danielson 

February 25  Troy and Bryn Caron 

 

 

 

 



V i s i t  u s   o n  t h e  w e b !  
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 Change Service Requested 

C a f é  M i d w e e k  a n d  L e n t e n  S u p p e r  
F e b r u a r y  M e n u  

 

Serving is from  

5:00-6:00pm 

 

The youth attending the 
2018 ELCA Gathering  

will be serving the  

Lenten Dinners  

beginning February 14th.  

 

Come support the youth 
and enjoy great food and 

fellowship with your 
church family!   

All are welcome.  

February 7—Café Midweek  

BBQ Pork Sandwiches 

 

February 14—Lenten Dinner 

Chicken Wild Rice, Chili, Mac and Cheese 

 

February 21—Lenten Dinner 

BBQ Pork Sandwiches  

 

February 28—Lenten Dinner 

Breakfast for Dinner (Brinner) 

 

 


