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A Word From Pastor Jeff 

     

 Thank God for Forgiveness! 

Just a couple of days ago I had a conversation with a new friend at Our Savior’s.  We thought 
about forgiveness out loud and together for some time.  I would suggest you do the same; 
talk about forgiveness with someone you respect and trust.  Based on the conversation I had 

the other day, and because of some really helpful insight from my friend, I have come to believe that one 
way to clarify forgiveness is to talk about what forgiveness is not.  In fact, I think it’s vitally important to 
think about what is not forgiveness. 

While I was searching for handles on this idea I found something written by a woman named Niki Denison 
entitled, “What Forgiveness is Not.”  I think she’s on to something…I wonder if you’ll agree.   

Denison says forgiveness is not: 

 Forgetting: deep hurts can rarely be wiped out of one's awareness.  

 Reconciliation: reconciliation takes two people, but an injured party can forgive an offender without 
reconciliation. 

 Condoning: forgiveness does not necessarily excuse bad or hurtful behavior. 

 Dismissing: forgiveness involves taking the offense seriously, not passing it off as inconsequential or 
insignificant. 

 Pardoning: a pardon is a legal transaction that releases an offender from the consequences of an ac-
tion, such as a penalty.  Forgiveness is a personal transaction that releases the one offended from the 
offense. 

Forgiveness is not forgetting, not reconciliation, not condoning, not dismissing, not pardoning.  Forgiveness 
is not any of those things.  So, then, what is it?  What is forgiveness?                                                                                                                            

A man named William Ward said, “Forgiveness is a funny thing; it warms the heart and cools the sting.”  
What a beautiful turn of phrase.  Forgiveness warms the heart and cools the sting.  I like that.  I get it.  I’ve 
experienced that. 

An unknown author wrote, “To forgive is to set a prisoner free—and then to discover that the prisoner was 
you.”  It is all too often the case that the unwillingness to forgive traps the unforgiving person in a prison of 
his or her own making.  I know that is true.  I’ve had that experience, too.  I expect you have as well. 

A Sunday School teacher once asked her students a question after concluding her lesson on forgiveness, 
"Boys and girls, can anyone tell me what you must do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?"  There was 
a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke up.  He said, "Well, I suppose before 
you can get forgiveness of your sin, you’ve got to sin first!"   

I understand that, too, sad to say.  But, I also understand that there must be some awareness of my sinful 
behavior in order for me to truly experience forgiveness.  Sadly, I understand that I am often blissfully igno-
rant of my offensiveness and my offenses.  Especially when I am convinced that I have done nothing wrong, 
it’s hard for me to listen to the voices of others who tell me otherwise. (continued on page 2)     

             



This season of Lent is a reminder that if you want to understand forgiveness for yourself—to know for-
giveness for yourself—to experience forgiveness for yourself—there is no better place to go than the cross 
of Jesus Christ.   

In truth, what Jesus does on the cross is something that is almost completely unnatural; just like forgiveness.  
Actually, it’s the thing that distinguishes people of different religious communities from Christians who fol-
low Jesus.  But, it’s the thing you and I need the most.  And it’s this: God loved the world so much that he 
gave himself through his one and only beloved Son on the cross.  Jesus died for our sin and in return gives us 
life now and forever.  God doesn’t give us what we deserve.  God forgives!  That’s amazing!  That’s grace!   

 

Thank God for forgiveness!   

Pastor Jeff Sandgren 

 



A Word From Pastor Mike 

 

LENTEN THOUGHTS & MEMORIES 

 

I’m typing this article on the day after Ash Wednesday—the kick-off to yet another season 
of Lent.  I can’t help but have many thoughts and memories about Lent, so allow me to 
share a few. 

 

I love the fact that Our Savior’s Lutheran follows the centuries-old tradition of placing a cross-shaped 
smudge of ashes on foreheads during the Ash Wednesday worship service.  “Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return” we’re warned as the ashes are imposed.  When I got home last night and pre-
pared to wash my face before bedtime, I stared at the cross of ashes on my forehead.  I recalled my youth 
when I had to move my long hair out of the way so that the smudge could be made—a problem I haven’t 
had in quite a while.  I noticed the wrinkles in my face now that seem to get deeper each year, reminding me 
that I’m not such a young man anymore.  I remembered the dreaded ‘you are dust’ warning.  One of these 
Ash Wednesdays will, in fact, be my last one.  And I will begin the decomposing process of returning to dust.  
A sobering realization, but a true one.  I shuddered at the thought. 

 

As I stood there at the mirror last night, I also stared at my chin.  Perhaps to be more accurate, I should say 
that I stared at my chins.  Plural.  Somehow, additional pounds have attached themselves to me over the 
years, and I vowed that one of my Lenten disciplines this year will be to eat less.  And as I thought about 
eating less, I was immediately taken back to my childhood with memories of the various things I would give 
up (usually under some parental pressure) each year for Lent: soda pop, candy, meat on Fridays.  Even as a 
child, I instinctively knew that God didn’t necessarily need me to give up those things, but rather that I need-
ed to do so for myself—to learn how to prepare myself for the much more difficult faith challenges I would 
need to face as I got older.  I haven’t given up something for Lent in many, many years now.  Chin #2 seemed 
to be telling me it might not be such a bad idea to try doing so again. 

 

This morning I walked into our church sanctuary and was immediately struck by the long, black cloths cover-
ing/smothering our beautiful, colorful banners.  Looking at those ash-colored drapes, I pondered how, in my 
own life, my sins far too often cover up the beautiful, colorful person God created me to be.  I’m ashamed 
that I have allowed this to happen.  Then I made my way over to the (extremely heavy!) wooden cross that 
will be moved throughout the sanctuary during Lent until it is raised upright on Good Friday.  And I reflected 
on our Lord Jesus, being nailed to a similar cross so that my own personal “black cloths” could finally be re-
moved, thereby allowing the magnificent “colors”  God placed in me to be seen again.  When those long, 
black curtains in our sanctuary are finally gone on Easter Sunday, it’s going to have extra significance for me! 

 

Enough of my ramblings.  I hope and pray that all of you will take some time during Lent to do some deep 
thinking of your own about the significance of this 40-day season.  What kinds of emotions does Lent evoke 
from you?  How has Lent shaped you in the past?  How is Lent shaping you today?  In what ways is God 
working in you to produce a different person come Easter Sunday?  May this Lenten season be one of rich 
discernment for you—and for me, too! 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

March 7—March 28 
 

4:00pm  

Vesper Worship in Chapel  

 

5:00pm 

Lenten Supper in All Purpose Room  

 

6:15pm  

Lenten Worship in Sanctuary. 

 

6:15-7:30pm 

Wednesday School  

and Confirmation. 

(will begin in worship at 6:15  

and will move to small groups  

following worship). 

 

7:00pm 

Daily Discipleship In Your World  

A Lenten Bible Study  

in the Library.  
(See more details on page 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Wednesday Worship  

and First Communion 

March 28 

 at 6:15 pm  

Friday, March 30 

5:00pm  

Family Service  

 

 6:15 pm 

Traditional Tenebrae Service  

 

Easter Worship  

Services—  

Sunday, April 1 

8:30 am–  

Traditional Worship  

10:30 am–  

Contemporary Worship 



 

 

 

 



NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  

@ OUR SAVIOR’S 
You’re always welcome at Our Savior’s.  If you’d like to explore membership, read 
on… 

After Easter, there will be two opportunities for you to attend New Member orienta-
tion at OSLC: one series of gatherings on Wednesday nights, the other on Sunday 
mornings.  Take your pick and choose a time that works for you! 

 

Here’s the schedule: 

Wednesdays at 6:45 PM  

April 11 & 18    

OR   

Sundays at 10:45 AM   

April 15 & 22 

New members will be welcomed to OSLC  

at worship on either  

Wednesday, April 25 at 6:15pm  

 or Sunday, April 29 at 9:30am 

Please contact Pastor Jeff Sandgren if you have questions or would like to attend. 
pastorjeff@oursaviorsfbo.org  507-331-2276. 

 

Our Savior’s Church Council 

 

On Sunday, January 28th at the Annual Meeting 
of Our Savior’s, Troy Caron, Todd Markman and 
Megan Tackman were elected to serve on the 
Church Council.  They attended their first meet-
ing on February 13th.  Megan Tackman was ap-
pointed Council Secretary. Other members of the 
council are:  

Jill Finstuen—President 

Mike Ross—Past President  

Kim Schmidt—Treasurer 

Glenn Holman—At Large 

Karen Huberty—At Large 

Joe Pientka—At Large 

Sarah Pierce—Student Representative  

Thank you for your commitment to Our Savior’s 
through you service on the Church Council.  

Call Committee 

 

Members of the Call Committee were also ap-
pointed at the Annual Meeting.   

Those appointed were:  

Todd Markman—Chair 

Emily Grote 

Lisa Engbrecht 

Marie Roiger 

Kari Boldt 

Linda Mueller 

Don Ellens  

Megan Tackman.  

They will begin meeting in the next few weeks.  
Please watch for updates in future bulletins and 
newsletters. Thank you for your service to OSLC 
through your work on the Call Committee. 

mailto:pastorjeff@oursaviorsfbo.org


F a c t s  a n d  F i g u r e s   
f o r   

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 8  
            3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  
   
J a n u a r y   O f f e r i n g  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 6 , 0 1 0  
2 0 1 7   $ 6 5 , 8 7 6    
2 0 1 6   $ 5 4 , 3 3 2  
 
J a n u a r y  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 6 0 , 9 7 2  
2 0 1 7   $ 5 6 , 6 6 6  
2 0 1 6   $ 4 6 , 3 7 9  
 

M o n t h  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 8            $ ( 4 , 9 6 2 )  
2 0 1 7     $   9 , 2 0 9  
2 0 1 6     $   7 , 9 5 2  
   
 
T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y !  O u r  S a v -
i o r ’ s  i s  b l e s s e d  w i t h  m a n y  g r a t e f u l  
h e a r t s .  

 
 
 

Don’t forget to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® 

 

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its 
Thrivent Choice® program can help support organi-
zations you care about. Don’t let Choice Dollars 
expire.  

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice 
Dollars available have until March 31, 2018, to direct 
any remaining 2018 Choice Dollars. Help support Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church. Our Savior’s received over 
$2400.00 in 2017 through this program. 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or 
call 800-847-4836 (1-800-THRIVENT) and say 
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Prayers for those  

who mourn: 

 

Vance and Barb Vinar 

Chad and Courtney Wolff 

In the death of Barb’s mother,  

Nancy McGaw.  

 

Don and Carol Ellens 

In the death of Don’s brother,  

David Ellens.  

 

Sara, Jonathan and Jack Meyer 

and Bailey Rathai 

In the death of  

John Rathai.  

May the promise of the resurrection into eternal life give 
you much hope and comfort in this time of  loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 February Baptisms 

February 18, 2018 

Paisley Jay Ross 

Daughter of Isabella and Jay Ross.  

 

Welcome to the family little one! 



Attention Our Savior’s Book Readers:  
Join us on March 19th as we discuss The Same Sky by Amanda Eyre Ward.  We will also be discussing 
Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn since we could not meet in February due weather issues.  We meet at 
7:30 in the Fireside room and everyone is welcome.  

About The Same Sky:   

From the acclaimed author of How to Be Lost and Close Your Eyes comes a beautiful and heartrending novel about 
motherhood, resilience, and faith—a ripped-from-the-headlines story of two families on both sides of the American 
border. 

Alice and her husband, Jake, own a barbecue restaurant in Austin, Texas. Hardworking and popular in their community, 
they have a loving marriage and thriving business, but Alice still feels that something is missing, lying just beyond reach. 

Carla is a strong-willed young girl who’s had to grow up fast, acting as caretaker to her six-year-old brother Junior. Years 
ago, her mother left the family behind in Honduras to make the arduous, illegal journey to Texas. But when Carla’s 
grandmother dies and violence in the city escalates, Carla takes fate into her own hands—and with Junior, she joins the 
thousands of children making their way across Mexico to America, facing great peril for the chance at a better life. 

In this elegant novel, the lives of Alice and Carla will intersect in a profound and surprising way. Poignant and ar-
resting, The Same Sky is about finding courage through struggle, hope amid heartache, and summoning the strength—
no matter what dangers await—to find the place where you belong. 

 

 

 

 

 

Answering the Call—Kira Anderson 

 

 When I first came to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church as an em-
ployee 7 years ago I was welcomed by many gracious mem-
bers, several of whom had watched me grow in Christian faith 
and leadership as a young person. This congregation has al-
lowed me to develop my leadership which I am so thankful. 
With that, a deepened sense of call to ministry has grown 
within my heart. After much discernment and prayer, I am ex-
cited to announce that through the work of the Holy Spirit and 
amazing mentors in faith, I have been accepted to Luther Sem-
inary into their Distributed Learning program for a Master of 
Divinity in the fall of 2018.  This program is one that Luther 
Seminary has created for working adults to stay in their cur-
rent context while going to school full time.  I am excited to be 
a part of a cohort with other working adults while discerning 
their call into Pastoral ministry. I look forward to continuing 
my current position as Director of Faith Formation while 
attending Luther Seminary. My family, the Pastors, staff, coun-
cil and SEMN Synod have truly been a blessing throughout this 
process. Thank you all for being a part of my faith journey and 
the call to ordained ministry. Please hold me in your prayers 
while I continue to discern Gods call and as we continue minis-
try together at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  

Lamplighters March Meeting 

March 6 
1:00pm 

In the All Purpose Room 
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 Upcoming Stepping Stones Classes  

& Presentations: 

4th Grade – First Communion 

 
Holy Communion is God’s gift to us. When we cele-
brate Holy Communion, we have the promise from God that our sins are 
forgiven and Jesus is with us being present in the bread and wine. We are 
excited to be offering this class during Lent again.. The Classes for children 
and parents will be held on Wednesday, March 7th & 14th from 7-8pm in 
the All Purpose Room. Please note that the class will be taking place imme-
diately following worship and will not end until 8pm. Please make prior 
arrangements for your Wednesday School and Confirmation age students 
when class gets over at 7:30. We will be celebrating their First Communion 
during Holy Week. Please choose from one of the three options:  

Wednesday, March 28th  

at 6:15pm or  

Sunday, April 1st  

at 8:30am or 10:30am 

 

5th Grade – My Body, God’s Gift 

Our fifth grade Stepping Stone is entitled, “My Body, God’s Gift.”  Our goal 
in offering this stepping stone is to give our students an understanding of 
what they are/or will soon be experiencing, to give them some “tools” to 
make healthy choices, and to build their self-esteem.  We also hope to 
equip parents in talking about issues of sexuality; how it is a gift from God 
and how to affirm their kids being comfortable with who God designed 
them to be.  On Wednesday, April 4th in the Library from 5:00-5:30 pm 
there will be a preview session for parents only. We will be discussing 
the resources that will be used for the stepping stone class. If you can’t 
make it but would like to review the resources, please let me know and I 
will loan it to you.   Topics of sexuality can be uncomfortable for some peo-
ple, therefore we hope to make all of the information we will be discussing 
accessible to parents, so you can feel prepared and knowledgeable about 
what to expect at these sessions. 

   

Our stepping stone, My Body, God’s Gift will take place on Wednesday, 
April 11th & 18th   at 6:15 -7:30 pm . It will take the place of our regular 
Wednesday evening classes.  We will meet in the Chapel each week.  At our 
first session we will talk about the changes occurring within one’s body 
during adolescent years.  We will also talk about our differences, building 
self-esteem, and making healthy choices.  Our second session will include 
looking at ways the media encourage unrealistic expectations for our bod-
ies.  We will also talk about healthy relationships and how best to accept 
and take care of our bodies and ourselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Schedule  

for March 

 

March 4th –  

Wiggle Worship 

 

March 11th –  

Wiggle Worship 

 

March 18th –  

No Sunday School  

or Wiggle Worship 

 

March 25th –  

Wiggle Worship 

 

April 1st –  

No Sunday School  

or Wiggle Worship  

(Easter Sunday)  



NO SUNDAY SCHOOL during Lent.  

Instead, join us for Wiggle Worship! 

March 4, 11, 25th 

during 9:30 am Worship  

WHO? Wiggle worship is for children that need to get up and move during worship so you as parents can 

focus on worship! Even the littlest of children are welcome! 

WHAT? A worship service that allows your littlest children to hear the morning story while engaging in wor-

ship. Children will hear the bible story and interact using their five senses.  

WHERE? The Fireworks Room  

WHY? At Our Savior’s Lutheran Church every age group is included in our worship. All members are treasured and 

respected here! We seek to nurture the faith of children and youth alongside their families through creative and en-

gaging learning experiences and trusted personal relationships. We want families and people of all ages to experi-

ence God’s love and discover how God is active in their lives.  

WHEN? March 4, 11, 25th during 9:30 am Worship service. Children will leave worship following the Chil-

dren’s Sermon and  will be brought back into the service during the offering.   

Questions??? Please contact Kira Anderson, Director or Faith Formation or Megan Stahl, Children and Youth 

Coordinator with any questions at 507-331-2276 or cyc@oursaviorsfbo.org. 

 

 

 

5th Grade – Good Friday  Event 

 

This year the 5th grade Grapple Students are 
invited to help lead worship on Good Friday 
(Friday, March 30th at 5pm). This is a manda-
tory event for the 5th grade students. The stu-
dents be readers and actors for the Biblical 
Text. Students will be practicing this staging 
three Wednesdays prior to Good Friday (March, 7th, 14th & 28th) immediately following 
worship until 7:30pm. I understand there are sporting events that require participation 
and possible family trips for the long Easter Weekend. If your child cannot participate in 
this event please let Kira know prior to March 7th, otherwise we will expect that they will 
be here participating.  

 

AGAIN PLEASE LET KIRA ANDERSON  KNOW IF YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 
PARTICIPATE!  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

March  Volunteers  
Team 5  ©Scott Finstuen    ©Paul Quandt 

   Jarid Finstuen    Dave Hering  

   Diana Hering     Ken Hubert 

   Steve Ecker     Desta Ecker 

   Becky Krogh     Ethan Krogh  

   Larry Zimmermann    Brenda Zimmermann  

    

       

 

Welcome Counter 

March 4  Pat and Arvid Mensing  

March 11  Clarence and Vivian Anderson 

March 18  Ginger Myers 

March 25  Brad and Jenna Lombard 

 

 

Communion  

 

March 4       March 18  

Comm. Prep: Mary Osborne    Comm. Prep: Dave and Shari Augustin 

Servers: Ruth and Lyle Olson    Servers:  Jan and Shirley Luikens 

  DeDe Howie       Emily and Jason Quam 

  Robin Finke        James and Thelma Nelson  

              

          

    

 

      



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readers  

 

March 4 Dave Borka  

March 11 Claire Anderson 

March 18  Linda Mueller 

March 25 Lisa Quimby 

 

Acolytes 

March 4 Micah Cox  

March 11 Carver Heise 

March 18 Ushers 

March 25 Ushers 

 

Tech. Team  

 

March 4 Gabe and Chris Trebelhorn   

March 11 Linda Hanegraaf and Jonna Hruby  

March 18  Dick Lawson and Mark Zentner  

March 25 Troy and Byrn Caron 
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 Change Service Requested 

L e n t e n  S u p p e r  
M a r c h  M e n u  

 

Serving is from  

5:00-6:00pm 

 

The youth attending the 
2018 ELCA Gathering  

will be serving the  

Lenten Dinners  

Cost—$5.00/person.  

 

Come support the youth 
and enjoy great food and 

fellowship with your 
church family!   

All are welcome.  

March  7—Lenten Supper 

Wild Rice Soup, Chili, Mac and Cheese 

 

March 14—Lenten Supper 

BBQ Pork Sandwiches or Hotdogs 

 

March  21—Lenten Supper 

(No Meal, Spring Break) 

 

March 28—Lenten Supper  

Breakfast for Dinner (Brinner) 

 

 


