
May 

2018 

A Word From Pastor Jeff 

Many of you will likely remember a survey that was conducted here at Our Savior’s called the Con-
gregational Assessment Tool.  I really appreciate all the folks who worked on the “C.A.T.”  They 
helped this congregation to take a good look at itself and to set some significant goals for the future.  
They deserve our thanks! 

 

 

The three primary goals identified by the survey are as follows: 

1. Develop and implement a strategy to reach new people and incorporate them into the life of the church. 

2. Develop ministries that work towards healing those broken by life’s circumstances and increase our hospitality to 
all. 

3. Create more opportunities for people to form meaningful relationships (small groups, nurtured friendships, 
shared meals, etc.). 

 

Lately I’ve especially been thinking about goal #2 and I’d like to share my thoughts. 

Everyone experiences brokenness and faces hard times.  The death of a loved one, divorce, illness, the loss of a job or 
the loss of a dream is experienced by everybody.  Some of us seem to work through these incidents more easily than 
others.  Some of us have more difficulty.   

Over the years I’ve observed some “strategies” that have been helpful in the past.  Perhaps these ideas could be help-
ful for you or somebody you love:  

One Step at a Time.  Perhaps the question should not be, “How can I get along for the rest of my life?”  Instead the 
question might often be, “How can I get through the next 15 minutes?”  Breaking things down into manageable seg-
ments encourages one to do less worrying and more working. 

Keep the Faith.  This may be the most vital component in facing personal crisis.  Faith fosters hope for the future.  
One may not be able to grasp today what can be profoundly meaningful in the future.  Job, the Old Testament figure, 
may be an example of honest faith in the midst of crisis. 

Take Stock.  Being hopeful doesn’t mean being blind.  Face reality.  Take a personal inventory of the assets that can 
be mustered to face the situation and the potential hurdles that are faced.  Coping depends on accurately analyzing 
the situation at hand. 

Take Action.  There are any number of actions one may take in the face of crisis.  One may also do nothing.  For a 
while, that may be the only option.  Eventually, however, one begins to realize that there may be an infinite number 
of routes through brokenness.  The key is to at least start on one of them. 

 

In addition to the strategies above, I’d like to encourage you to turn to 
the community of faith—the church—in the midst of your brokenness.  
Experiencing crisis is not a possibility…it’s a certainty.  When crisis is a 
part of your life, I hope that you will sense that the church is a caring, 
Christian community.  I also hope that our church—Our Savior’s Luther-
an Church—will answer God’s call to care for those broken by life’s cir-
cumstances and increase our hospitality to all. 

 

Take a moment and call  

Our Savior’s Daily Devotion 
Line @ 507-331-7477 

God’s blessings today,  

And every day! 



A Word From Pastor Mike 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 
 1 John 3:18 

 
Twenty-one years ago in 1997 during the spring, when I was living up in northern Minneso-
ta and floods ravaged the Red River valley up there, a friend of mine named Arnie from 
Grand Forks shared an incident that occurred when volunteer sandbaggers were asked 
over the radio to report to his neighborhood to help set up sandbag dams.  In seemingly no 

time, volunteer after volunteer began to arrive.  After several dozen folks had come, Arnie was approached 
by a middle-aged man who was dressed, shall we say, rather strangely with badly mismatched, out-of-style 
clothes. 
 
The man walked right up to Arnie, all the while stuttering and trying to form words on his lips that just 
wouldn't seem to come out.  Finally, the man managed to blurt out, "This....your....house?"  Arnie nodded 
and thought to himself, "Gee whiz, look at this guy!  He's so simple that he can barely speak!  I need help, 
but just my luck I get stuck with a guy like this.  Oh well, when a flood is coming, beggars like me can't be 
choosers."  So, Arnie told the man he could help pass sandbags.  The man smiled and promptly got to work. 
 
Later, Arnie asked another volunteer if he knew this "simple" man helping in the line, to which the volunteer 
responded, "That's no simple man.  He's one of the Bosnian refugees that recently were settled here in 
Grand Forks.  I don't think he speaks much English yet, but I assure you he's quite intelligent." 
 
Arnie told me he had to rush into the house, because the tears began streaming from his eyes.  Here he was, 
a man with many blessings and a beautiful home, and he was being helped by a man who had literally lost 
everything he ever had back in his far-away homeland.  Our crucified and risen Lord once said, "Love your 
neighbor as yourself....."  Sometimes out of the blue, we get a stark reminder of exactly what that means.  
Arnie never forgot that lesson, I'm sure of that. 
 
During that spring twenty-one years ago, my own eyes streamed tears because of the many tremendous 
acts of love I saw and heard--images in my mind that I, too, never forgot:  a young teenage girl with blistered 
and bloody hands who refused to stop filling sandbags until sundown.....a retired 78-year old farmer literally 
feeding one of the old men whose nursing home had to be evacuated from East Grand Forks over to Thief 
River Falls.....people inviting flood refugees whom they had never met to stay in their own homes for an ex-
tended period.....local businesses donating food and equipment so that volunteers might successfully fill 
over half a million sandbags in the Thief River Falls area alone.....   
 
John also wrote in his first letter that "if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us."  
I saw a lot of God's love that year.  Love in action.  God's people reaching out to one another.  It was a beau-
tiful, beautiful thing.  As we give, so shall we receive.  May God bless our efforts to serve our neighbors in 
need. 
 
           

 

 

 

 

 



F a c t s  a n d  F i g u r e s   
f o r   

M a r c h  2 0 1 8  
            3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  
   
M a r c h  O f f e r i n g  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 6 , 7 1 6  
2 0 1 7   $ 5 1 , 4 6 5    
2 0 1 6   $ 6 2 , 6 8 1  
 
M a r c h  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 7 , 5 8 0  
2 0 1 7   $ 5 1 , 4 9 4  
2 0 1 6   $ 5 4 , 1 9 8  
 

M o n t h  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 8            ( $ 1 , 1 3 7 )  
2 0 1 7     ( $      2 9 )   
2 0 1 6     $   8 , 4 8 3    
   
 
Y T D  I n c o m e  
2 0 1 8   $ 1 6 4 , 5 5 9   
2 0 1 7   $ 1 6 6 , 0 9 1  
2 0 1 6   $ 1 7 3 , 3 5 7  
 
Y T D  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 1 7 5 , 9 0 8   
2 0 1 7   $ 1 6 0 , 8 7 8  
2 0 1 6   $ 1 5 2 , 4 9 8  

Y T D  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 8   ( $ 1 0 , 3 4 9 )  
2 0 1 7    $   5 , 2 1 3      
2 0 1 6    $ 2 0 , 8 5 9  
 
 

R i s e  C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n  
F u n d s  R e c e i v e d .   

 
3  Y e a r  G o a l — $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  

F u n d s  r e c e i v e d  a s  o f   
A p r i l  1 s t .  
$ 2 4 7 , 3 7 2  

 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Prayers for those  

who mourn: 

 

Vicky Teich 

in the death of her mother, 

Virginia Hruska. 

 

Evon Ask 

in the death of her husband,  

David Ask. 

 

Grace Casson and Sarah Casson Family  

in the death of Grace’s husband  

and Sarah’s father,  

Ric Casson.  

 

May the promise of the resurrection into eternal life give 
you much hope and comfort in this time of  loss. 

 

 April  Baptism 

 

April 1, 2018 

Nora LaVerne Hildebrandt 

Daughter of  

Eric and Alisha Hildebrandt. 

 

 

Welcome to the family little one! 

 

 



Attention Our Savior’s Book Readers:  
 

Join us on Monday May 21st when we meet to discuss the book Necessary Lies, by Diane Chamber-
lain.  We meet at 7:30 pm in the Library and everyone is welcome. 

 About the book: 

It is 1960 in North Carolina and the lives of Ivy Hart and Jane Forrester couldn't be more different. Fifteen-year-old Ivy 
lives with her family as tenants on a small tobacco farm, but when her parents die, Ivy is left to care for her grandmoth-
er, older sister, and nephew. As she struggles with her grandmother's aging, her sister's mental illness, and her own 
epilepsy, she realizes they might need more than she can give. 

When Jane Forrester takes a position as Grace County's newest social worker, she is given the task of recommending 
which of her clients should be sterilized without their knowledge or consent. The state's rationalization is that if her 
clients are poor, or ill, or deemed in some way "unfit" they should not be allowed to have children. But soon Jane be-
comes emotionally invested in her clients' lives, causing tension with her new husband and her supervisors. No one un-
derstands why Jane would want to become a caseworker for the Department of Public Health when she could be a 
housewife and Junior League member. As Jane is drawn in by the Hart women, she begins to discover the secrets of the 
small farm—secrets much darker than she would have guessed. Soon, she must decide whether to take drastic action 
to help them, or risk losing a life-changing battle. 

 Necessary Lies is the story of these two young women, seemingly worlds apart, but both haunted by tragedy. Jane and 
Ivy are thrown together and must ask themselves: How can you know what you believe is right, when everyone is tell-
ing you it's wrong? (Barnes and Noble Review) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lamplighters  

May  Meeting 

May 1 
 

1:00pm 
In the All Purpose Room. 

Megan Stahl,  
Coordinator of Youth and Children Ministry 

will be the guest speaker.  
Visitors are always welcome! 

Call Committee Update 
 

The call committee has received a number of appli-
cants presented to us from the SE Synod for the posi-
tion of Associate Pastor.  We are in the process of 
first interviews and hope to narrow the field of choic-
es for second interviews over the next 30 -60 
days.  We appreciate the congregations continued 
prayer and encouragement as we seek to call our 
next Associate Pastor. 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP  

6:15pm 

We will continue to worship every Wednesday 
throughout the summer. 

Worship will be held outdoors (weather permitting)  

on the East lawn.  

 

Bring your lawn chairs  

and blankets.  

In House Service Event 

Wednesday, May 9th 

4:00-5:45pm  Services Projects (inside and out) 

5:45-6:15pm Congregational Meal 

6:15pm Wednesday Worship 

7:00-8:00pm Services Projects (inside and out) 

The members of the Spring 
Table are planning this event.  
Please watch for more details 
and sign-up as plans are 
made.    



           
        

P a g e  5  

As this year comes to an end the staff and Pastors want 
to make sure we thanked our WONDERFUL volunteers 
that help with the Education Programming! We truly 
could not run the youth programming each week with-
out their help. They come each week ready to teach a 
lesson to all of our youth about God’s great love! Please 

thank them for their service if you see them! 

Sunday School: Megan Tackmann, Becky Peterson, Anna Nietz, Sheryl Borka, 
Judy Jewison, Courtney Cowan, Abby Engbrecht, Linda Aman.  

Wednesday School: Chris Stahl, Emma Mentz, Megan Gehrke, Sarah Pierce, 
Abby Stroup, Candace Gray, Ashley Andersen-Sorensen, Kinsley Thomas, Evie 
Wood, Wayne Mueller, Luca Sorensen, Kai Andersen, Cece Wood, Maria 
Pierce, Payton Ross, Amanda Melchert, McKenzie Gehrke, Maddie Klecker, 
Jessica Hafemeyer, Bryn Caron, Nicole Menard, Anna Nietz.  

Confirmation: ReNae Trebelhorn, Teri Menard, Troy Caron, Al Menard, Tam-
my Ross, Marnie Roiger, Jane Whitney, Erin Langenfeld, Nathan Sorensen, 
Gretchen Sterling, Linda Mueller, Andrea Vogelsberg, Jennie Hendrickson, 
Jackie Klokonos, Robin Finke, Jarid Finstuen 

Day Camp 2018  

(Kindergarten through completed 5th Grade) 

June 24th    

(Sunday Evening Worship and Registration at 6:00pm) 

June 25th – 28th   9:00am-3:00pm  

 

We are excited to collaborate with First English Lutheran Church this summer for two 
camps, Day Camp and Vacation Bible School. We are excited to share in the hosting of 
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries in Faribault for Day Camp at First English Lutheran 
Church again this year! Their space is perfect for the kids of Faribault to come together 
as one in their faith!  In addition to the cost of the camp ($30 for members, $60 for 
non-members), we are asking that each student pay $10 towards lunches for the 
week. Please see the registration form for details.  

Schedule:  

Sunday Registration/check in 6:00 pm and opening Worship 6:30-7 pm at FELC 

Monday through Thursday – 9 am-3 pm programing,  

Thursday - 2:00pm Closing Worship 

We are looking for housing for the counselors from GLLM, please let Kira know if you 
are able to house anyone of them during the week (Sunday evening through Thursday 
morning). The only meals we ask that you provide is a light breakfast for the counse-
lors. We are also looking for volunteer groups to provide evening meals for them. Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church is providing dinners on Sunday, Monday and Wednesday 
Evening. If you are in a Bible Study or Service group, please consider providing a meal 

for them for one of the evenings.  We are also need  people to help prep and serve 

the lunches for the kids on Monday & Wednesday.  Please let Kira know if you can 
help with any of these needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last day of  

Wednesday School  

and Confirmation is:  

Wednesday, May 2nd.  

 

The last day of  

Sunday School is  

Sunday, May 6th. 

***FALL REGISTRATION*** 

 

Registration for the 2018-2019 
school year has begun.  Please 
bring your registration into the 
church office, Megan or Kira by 
the last day of class! We are ex-
cited to start another year of 
planning for education so help us 
plan for you by registering early!  

 

SUMMER DATES  

TO WRITE DOWN  

June 24th – 28th– Day Camp 
(graduated K – 5th grade) 

August 13th – 17th – VBS  

(P3, P4, Kindergarten)  







(Back of Day Camp Registration Form) 

 Food Challenge Winners  

from Our Savior’s  

Youth and Children’s Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of Lent we challenged the 3 
year olds-12th graders in a friendly competition 
to see which grade levels could raise the most 
food/money for the food shelf. Congratulations 
to the 9th-12th grade students in raising 
1002.9lbs and the 3rd & 4th graders in raising  
702.70 lbs.  They are pictured above (not all 
students are pictured). Way to go!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Sunday  

Sunday, May 6 

11:00am 

Confirmation Students will be recognized at the beginning of worship at our 9:30 am Wor-
ship Service. We ask that your student arrive for worship by 9:00 am.   After recognition at 
the 9:30 service, students will go to the Chapel where each student will have their picture 
taken. These pictures are available to purchase by each family. You will receive the order 

form on Confirmation Sunday. All order forms are due that same day. We will email you when the pictures are avail-
able for pick up.  

The Confirmation Service at 11:00am. Confirmation Students will sit as a class at the front of the sanctuary. 
Families and Baptismal Sponsors will be invited up during part of the service to pray over their child. This is a very 
special day in your child’s life. Please feel free to invite all of your friends, family and other special people in your 
child’s life. They will want to celebrate this day with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation Sunday 

 

On Sunday, June 3rd we would like to honor all High 
School graduating seniors during worship. We will 
present them with their graduation stepping stone 
while honoring what they will be doing next. Please 
invite all graduating seniors from Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church to join us in this celebration. We 
would like to scroll through the senior pictures dur-
ing that service as well. Please have your senior 
bring in a copy of their senior picture or email it to 
kira@oursaviorsfbo.org by Sunday, May 13th so we 
can get the pictures uploaded.  

 

mailto:kira@oursaviorsfbo.org


 

May Volunteers  

 
Team 5  ©Cindy Schuenke    ©Rick Bartness 

   Stew Schuenke    Dave Henry  

   Cheri Sterling     Jan Luikens  

   Shirley Luikens    Linda Mueller  

   Lori Tuff     Robin Finke   

    

Welcome Counter 

May 6  Ruth and Lyle Olson   

May 13 Clarence and Vivian Anderson  

May 20 Arvid and Pat Mensing 

May 27 Ginger Myers 

 

Communion  

May 6 

Comm. Prep: Beth Moore   

Servers: Troy and Tara Dunn 

  Shari and Harry Dell 

  Jim and Barb Zahn   

       

              

May 20            

Comm. Prep: Ruth and Lyle Olson     

Servers: Ruth and Lyle Olson 

  DeDe Howie 

  Robin Finke 

  Fred and Barb Grote         

  

 

      



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readers  

 

May 6  Mary Zentner    

May 13 Jason Quam 

May 20 Larry Zimmerman  

May 27 Krista Cox 

Acolytes 

May 6  Kaylee Finstuen 

May 13 Micah Cox 

May 20 Carver Heise 

May 27 Ainsley Luettel 

 

 

 

Tech. Team  
May 6  Dick Lawson and Mark Zentner 

May 13 Linda Hanegraaf and Jonna Hruby 

May 20 Gabe and Chris Trebelhorn  

May 27 Volunteers needed  

 

 



V i s i t  u s   o n  t h e  w e b !  
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 Change Service Requested 

C a f é  M i d w e e k   
M a y  M e n u  

 

 

 

Serving is from  

5:00-6:00pm 

 

 

Cost is $3.00 per person  

with a family maximum  

Of $15.00. 

 

 

Come  enjoy great food 
and fellowship with your 

church family!   

All are welcome.  

May 2 

BBQ Pork Sandwiches 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported  

Café Midweek this school year.  

 

To those who came to eat,  

those who volunteered their time,  

and those who brought a dessert,  

Thank you for helping make Café Midweek  

A time of great food and fellowship! 

 

We will reopen on  

Wednesday, September 12th.  


