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A Word From Pastor Jeff 

I Love to Tell the Story…of Proportional Giving! 

 There’s a method that many people use when giving to the church—it’s called the leftover 
approach.  Simply put it’s like this: “Whatever is ‘left over,’ that’s what I’ll give…to God, 
that is.”   

     The Bible stands foursquare in opposition to this model.  According to scripture, God 
shouldn’t get the leftovers.  God should get your first—your best!   

     Picture this:  Just suppose you had a guest over for dinner, someone very important to you.  When everybody 
sits down you say to that guest, “Please be patient for just a moment.  When we’ve finished, we’ll scrape our 
plates onto yours.  You’ll be eating what’s left over.”   

     The guest would be embarrassed—more likely insulted.  But, come on.  None of us would ever consider such 
behavior.  Would we?  The proper thing would be to offer the honored guest the first and best portion.   

     The Bible encourages us to do the same thing with our giving to God.  Before we’ve consumed virtually every-
thing we’ve been given, we are to first set aside a portion for God’s work.  This model doesn’t wait to see what’s 
left over.  God is first. 

     Many people set a specific proportion aside for God first.  Some try to grow that proportion by a percent or 
two each year until reaching a tithe, which is 10% of income.  That’s what some people do.  Some grow to give 
even more than that, Lisa and I have.  A lot of people in our church do just that!  I bet you’d be surprised by who 
they are! 

     This proportional giving/tithing concept is a mystery to some…it doesn’t need to be. 

     Have you heard the story of a young pastor and his friend?  It was the pastor’s first parish and his friend was 
just starting out in business.  Together, they made a covenant with each other and with God.  They made a prom-
ise to tithe—to give 10% of their income to their church.   

     In the first year of his business the pastor’s friend made $10,000—he gave $1000.  A few years later, he was 
making $100,000—he gave $10,000.  More years passed and business was great, he made a $1 Million in one 
year and gave his church $100,000.   

   Then it happened.  In one year, he made $10 Million.  The man visited his pastor, he said, “Remember that deal 
we made a long time ago.  I need to get out of it.  I just can’t afford to give the church a million dollars.  This tith-
ing stuff has to stop.  It was fine when my tithe was $1,000.  But a million bucks—I just can’t afford it anymore.” 

     There was silence for a moment.  The pastor got down on his knees and started to pray.  He prayed for a long 
time.  His friend couldn’t take it any more so he asked, “Are you asking God to let me out of my deal to tithe?”  
The pastor replied, “Not exactly.  I just got done praying that God would reduce your income so that your 10% 
tithe would be the $1000 you say you can afford.” 

     I’m convinced: the best way to give is proportionally.  It’s Biblical and it’s practical.  Scripture says God made 
us to be givers; we actually need to give.  It’s good for us to give.  You’ll never experience more joy in your life 
than you will through benevolent giving.  Try it, you’ll see! 

     Today, I’m inviting you to do some thinking and praying about giving.  In the next few weeks at worship, we’ll 
be talking about how faith and giving go hand in hand.  Be there!  Expect to be encouraged by God’s word and 
inspired by the Holy Spirit.  Early in November you can also expect to receive a special mailing including your 
2019 Our Savior’s pledge card and other information.  Please take the time to carefully review the stewardship 
materials about our “faith grows here” emphasis.  Finally, in faith, decide to do your giving in proportion to the 
blessings in your life.   

Blessings! 

Pastor Jeff Sandgren 



A Word From Pastor Anders 
 
I hope that by now you have noticed that at Our Savior’s we have unveiled a new 
logo (hint: it’s on the bottom of this page), and our new slogan “Faith Grows Here”. 
Last month I wrote about the slogan and this month I was able to ask the designer of 
the new logo, Brendan Cox, a couple of questions about the process of designing the 
new logo.  

Brendan says this about how the process began: “At the beginning of the process, 
[Pastor] Jeff and I talked about "Rooted in Grace, Growing in Faith, Reaching in 
Love" being the three pillars of our church. Growing in Faith really stood out to me 

as being a wonderful metaphor for us. The images that first came to mind were the bible, trees/plants 
and water. The cross behind our altar and the roof line of our church are probably the two most recog-
nizable things about OSLC in our community, so incorporating one or both of them made sense to me.”  

The next question that I asked him was: “What symbolism in the logo do you think is powerful for how 
you think about the church?” 

This was Brendan’s response: “This question is really hard to answer simply. I LOVE symbolism!!! I 
could ramble on about this part of the design process for a while. I started with our cross, which I want-
ed to be central for obvious reasons, then I "rooted" it in the bible. The branches growing out of the 
cross are reaching in all directions. In one of our early conversations Pastor Jeff and I discussed "the 
seasons of life" and how an individual's faith journey can go through a similar cycle. So I tried to capture 
that by using the four quadrants that the cross created to represent the seasons and then varied the 
number of leaves in each section to symbolize that cycle. And then the circular shape as another symbol 
of the connectedness of it all.” 

Even though I was a part of the design selection process, these insights from Brendan allowed me to see 
things in the logo that I had never seen before. How awesome is that?! As we move forward as a congre-
gation and community of believers, I believe this logo continues to honor our tradition, where our faith 
is rooted, and how the love that we experience in this place can be extended outward.  

Take a look at the logo. What do you see? How does it speak to you? This logo might mean something 
different to each person and how awesome is that?!  

If you get a chance, please thank Brendan Cox for the amazing work that he has done. He has offered a 
lot of his time, energy, and God given gifts to this design and to this church. Thank you, Brendan!  

 

Peace,  

Pastor Anders  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Word From Vicar Maria Markman 
 
♫ Celebrate good times, c’mon! ♫  

I will not try to shy away from it, November is my birthday 
month. And since I am already keyed into celebrations, I 
thought we could look through November and note Novem-
ber’s other monumental events. Looking through the lens of 
the Reformation that birthed our faith tradition, realizing 
that as important as reforming our church was 501 years ago, 
it still is today. We recognize God is still at work in our midst. 

 The first day of November and the first Sunday is cele-
brated as All Saints Day. A day when we remember all those saints who have gone before us. It can 
also be a reminder of all the other deaths in our lives: failed test, losing independence, job loss, diffi-
culties in marriage, or a betrayal of a friend. We believe in death AND resurrection. Allow this All 
Saints Day to help you experience only God’s transformation that is possible through death and res-
urrection.  

 Early November 1970, the governing bodies which preceded the now ELCA voted to ordain women 
into the ministry of Word and Sacrament! This made my call to ordained ministry possible and 
made it possible for many others like me. One thing that I have heard while on internship and is ex-
tremely exciting to hear is something to the effect of “Wow, it is so powerful to see two women cler-
gy in front on Sunday morning.” But as I reflect on women’s ordination, I cannot forget the lay wom-
en and men who made it possible. You made it possible 48 years ago and are still making it possible 
today in your support of women and girls around the globe to follow God’s call for them.  

 November 13, 1956 Racial Segregation on buses was voted unconstitutional. At Luther Seminary we 
have a student group called DR:BC (Dismantling Racism: Living into Beloved Community). The 
group invites conversation regarding the ongoing reality of racism in the church, in this country, 
and globally. This is a reminder of Jesus’ call to each of us, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is 
like this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” (Mk 12:30-31) 

 229 years ago, on November 26, 1789 President George Washington declared the first American 
Holiday: Thanksgiving. Join me in giving thanks to God for everything, down to our most recent 
breath. Everyday, each moment is a gift from the maker of all. Praise be to God.  

 November 25th marks Christ the King Sunday, a day that asks of us, “In whom do you place the full 
measure of your trust?” In his explanation of the 1st commandment in the Large Catechism Martin 
Luther suggests, “A ‘god’ is a term for that to which we are to look for all good and in which we are 
to find refuge in all need. Therefore to have a god is nothing else than to trust and believe in that 
one with your whole heart… Anything on which your heart relies and depends, I say, that is really 
your God.”  

 

It isn’t in birthdays or other celebrations or commemorations in which we put our trust, but in God 
alone. Join me this November in recognizing how God is working in our lives. Even in the ordinary days 
let us give thanks and praise!                                                            

Love,  

Vicar Maria  



Reading Religious 
 





NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  

@ OUR SAVIOR’S 
You’re always welcome at Our Savior’s.  If you’d like to explore membership, read on…  In 
November there will be an opportunity for you to attend New Member orientation at 
OSLC.   

Here’s the schedule: 

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM  

November 28 and December 5 

     

 

New members will be welcomed to OSLC  

at worship on either  

Sunday, December 9 at 9:30am  

Or  

Wednesday, December 12 at 6:00pm 

 

Please contact Wendy in the church office  by email:  wendy@oursaviorsfbo.org or by 
phone:  507-331-2276, if you have questions or would like to attend this orientation,  



F a c t s  a n d  F i g u r e s   
f o r   

S e p t e m b e r   2 0 1 8  
            3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  
   
S e p t e m b e r  O f f e r i n g  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 4 , 9 5 8  
2 0 1 7   $ 4 6 , 8 1 0    
2 0 1 6   $ 4 3 , 8 9 3  
 
S e p t e m b e r  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 9 , 4 4 9  
2 0 1 7   $ 5 1 , 0 2 3  
2 0 1 6   $ 5 9 , 5 6 1  
 

M o n t h  N e t   
3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  

 
2 0 1 8             ( $   4 , 4 9 1 )  
2 0 1 7      ( $   4 , 2 1 3 )  
2 0 1 6      ( $ 1 5 , 6 6 8 )  
   
Y T D  I n c o m e  
2 0 1 8   $ 4 9 7 , 0 3 4   
2 0 1 7   $ 4 7 2 , 6 7 0  
2 0 1 6   $ 4 8 1 , 3 3 2  
 
Y T D  E x p e n s e  
2 0 1 8   $ 5 1 3 , 7 6 2   
2 0 1 7   $ 4 8 5 , 1 5 7  
2 0 1 6   $ 4 6 9 , 4 7 5  

 
Y T D  N e t   

3  Y e a r  C o m p a r i s o n  
 
2 0 1 8    ( $ 1 6 , 7 2 9 )  
2 0 1 7    ( $ 1 2 , 4 5 7 )      
2 0 1 6     $ 1 1 , 8 5 7  

 
R i s e  C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n  

F u n d s  R e c e i v e d .   
 

3  Y e a r  G o a l — $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  
F u n d s  r e c e i v e d  a s  o f   
O c t o b e r  1 s t  
$ 4 0 9 , 0 5 5 . 8 4  

( t h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  d e b t  f o r g i v e n  
 b y  D R I P  I n v e s t o r s ) .   

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Prayers for those who mourn: 

Kris and Steve Hoysler family, 

in the death of Kris’ father,  

David Schneider.  

 

Philip, Pete and Kandi Roberts 

in the death of Philip’s girlfriend,  

Shawna Kubat.  

 

Dave and Chris Angell  

in the death of Dave’s aunt,  

Barb Angell.  

 

May the promise of the resurrection into eternal life 
give you much hope and comfort in this time of  loss. 

 

October 14, 2018 

Annabelle Holly Prechel 

daughter of  

Ryan and Brianna Prechel.  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and God’s blessings to  

Nathaniel Lawson and Alicia Torres 

who were married on  

Saturday, October 13.   

 



 

Thanksgiving Eve  

Worship  

Wednesday,  

November 21 

6:00pm  

We will  worship  

in the sanctuary. 

Holy Communion 

will be served. 

                      

Let's do lunch again! 

 

 
 

Our Savior's continues to support the important 
work of Habitat for Humanity!  In October meals 
were provided to crews at both the Willow St. and 
Central Ave. sites.  Thanks to the following mem-
bers for their contributions:  Linda Staab, Betty 
Flom, Ruth Olson, and Mona Moreau. 

 
We have an opportunity to continue our partner-
ship with Habitat in November. 
 
Interested?  Here's what you do: 

 
1) Pick a date that works for you:  November 6th, 
13th, 20th, or 27th. 

 
2) Provide one of the following items: 

     casserole/soup/chili (2quarts) 
     1 dozen sandwiches 
     1 dozen bars or cookies 
      
 3) Deliver the item at 11:15 to 1004 Central 
Ave.  I will be there to greet you!  Get a close 
up  look at the house being built!  

      

     To sign up please contact Barbara Karli 
at barbkarli1@gmail.com or call 334-8189. 

Lamplighter’s  Meeting 
Tuesday  

November 13 

2:00pm 

In the All Purpose Room 

 

Dan and Karen Rasmussen  

will be the guest speakers.  

They will be sharing highlights  

and memories from  

their recent trips.  
 

 

 

Visitors are always welcome. 

mailto:barbkarli1@gmail.com
tel:334-8189


Attention Our Savior’s Book Readers:  
Join us on Monday November 19th when we discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Ow-
ens.  We meet at 7:30 in the Library and everyone is welcome. 

About the Book:  

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North 
Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals imme-

diately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has 
survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then 
the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by 
her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable happens. 
 
Perfect for fans of Barbara Kingsolver and Karen Russell, Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to 
the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds 
us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and vio-
lent secrets that nature keeps. 

 

Update on HVAC Project  

The work on the  HVAC Project (Furnaces, Boilers and Air Conditioners) began in 
August.  The Education Building portion of the project consisted of 4 new furnac-
es with cooling coils.  This means that the entire Education Building has new heat-
ing and cooling systems.  The boilers in the lower boiler room are up and running.  
Two new boilers were installed in this area.  This system controls the heating in 
the older portion of the building (All Purpose Room, Chapel, Fireside Room and 
Noah’s Ark Conference Room).  The new water heater will be installed soon.   

Jim (our contractor) has started work in the upper boiler room.  Two new boilers 
will be installed in this zone.  These units will control the heating systems for the 
Sanctuary, old offices and narthex areas.  While these systems are being installed, 
we will utilize the roof top units (which serve as both cooling and heating) to heat 

the areas listed above.  These units will provide sufficient heating during the interim while the new boil-
ers are installed.  

The cost of this project is $85,000.00.  Payments are being made to the contractor, Minnesota Comfort 
Solutions as materials are received and work is completed.  Funds from the RISE Campaign have been 
allocated for this project.  As of September 30,  we have received $409,055.00 for the RISE Campaign.  
$340,501.00 was used to pay off the debt on June 1.  Our first installment payment of $25,000.00 for the 
HVAC project  was paid from RISE funds that were available.  While we wait to receive more RISE funds, 
we will utilize funds from the Property Improvement Reserve/Restricted Funds.  As of October 15th, 
$40,016.00 have been used from these funds to cover the expenses.  Final payment will be due to the 
contractor upon completion of the work and the final inspection has been conducted.   

Thank you to everyone who has helped with this goal of 
the RISE Campaign by volunteering their time to assist 
with the project, and continue to contribute financially 
to the RISE Campaign.  If you have any questions regard-
ing this project, please contact Georganne Danielson, 
Director of Operations, members of the church council, 
or members of the Root Table.   

A special thank you goes out to the members of the Root 
Table for all the work and thought they have put into 
the projects set forth in the RISE Campaign.  



   

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Advent Worship Schedule 

9:30 a.m.— Sunday  

6:00 p.m.—Wednesday 

 

1st Week in Advent—December  2 and December 5 

“Prepare!” 

Presented by Our Savior’s Singers  

 

2nd Week in Advent—December 9 and December 12 

“Christ Was Born For This” 

Presented by Free Spirit  

 

3nd Week in Advent—December 16 and December 19 

“Shepherds, Sheep and a Savior” 

Presented by Children’s Ministry Students and Proclaim 

 

4th Sunday in Advent—December 23 

Celebrate Christmas (EARLY)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP  

December 24 

3:00pm—Children’s Christmas Worship  

5:00pm—Celebrate Christmas Worship  

10:00pm– Candlelight Christmas Worship (with Holy Communion) 





           
        

P a g e  1 2  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Stepping Stones Classes & Presentations: 

 

4 year Olds – Play and Pray 

As part of our Stepping Stone ministry at Our Savior’s we invite all 4 

year olds and their parents or caregivers to participate in a special 

event on prayer.  Each child will receive a prayer pillow from the 

congregation and will be led through a variety of play activities that 

help the child to learn more about how to pray.  On Sunday Novem-

ber 4th at 8:45am, please join us in the Chapel for our activities. 

We will have prayer play stations set up in the room for them to par-

ticipate in the stepping stone class. Pillows will be presented to fami-

lies during worship on Sunday, November 11th at 9:30am. Your 

family and 4 year old child will be invited up front to receive their 

pillow and a special blessing. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I have a question about…G.I.F.T. Event 

 
Shane Klokonos and his family are current members at Our Savior’s.  Shane 
has been a police officer since 1995 and is currently a Detective with the 
Apple Valley Police Department.  Shane is a Certified Forensic Computer 
Examiner and  part of his job is to recover digital evidence from mobile de-
vices, computers and other digital devices to be used in criminal investiga-
tions.  Shane will be talking to the confirmation students about use of mo-
bile devices, internet safety and will be available for questions.  
 
On November 14th & 28th at 6:45pm. we will be following up with Adult Ed-
ucation for anyone who would like  to dig deeper into the conversation 
about internet safety for our families and what our  kids are doing on the 
internet.   Watch for more information! 

 

 

Class Schedule  
for November 

 
There will not be classes 

on  
Wednesday,  

November 21st  
or  

Sunday, November 25th 
due to Thanksgiving. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

G.I.F.T. Event –  
Lefse Baking Event 

 
On Sunday, November 18th 
we are excited to host a lefse 
baking day for all generations.   
Making lefse is a tradition in a 
lot of families and we want to 
share it with our congrega-
tion. If you have a lefse grid-
dle, know how to make lefse, 
and want to teach families 
that are new to baking  it, 
please let Kira know. We are 
looking for experts in the field 
that are willing to teach it to  
families that sign up. We will  
start right after worship and 
plan to finish by 2:30.   
 
Please RSVP to Kira by 
Wednesday, Nov. 14th.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

Advent for ALL 
 
 

Advent is a time of waiting! As Christians we are waiting for 
the birth of Jesus. Advent is a time to celebrate light in the 
midst of darkness! On Sunday, December 2nd at 10:30am 
OSLC will be hosting an Advent Event that is open to every-
one!  Please join us in making an advent log for your house-
hold.  A light lunch of soup and bread will  follow.  We ask 
that everyone pre-registers so we can plan  enough food and 
advent items for each family unit. There will be a  sign-up 
sheet  on the Welcome Center in the Narthex, or please let the 
front office know if you plan to participate!  This event is a 
free will offering event.  We hope to see you all there!  
 



 

November  Volunteers  

 
Team 3  ©Larry Churchill    ©Pete Roberts  

   Karen Churchill    Marv Tatge  

   Mary Tatge      Lyle Olson 

   Ruth Olson     John Currie  

   Shirl Currie     Dick Huston 

   Nancie Huston        Steve Thompson   
       

    

Welcome Counter 
November 4  Sandra Rost  

November 11 Scott and Jill Finstuen  

November 18 Arvid and Pat Mensing 

November 25 Clarence and Vivian Anderson 

 

Communion 

November 4 

Comm. Prep: Beth Moore  

Servers:   Dan and Karen Rasmussen 

  Jim and Barb Zahn  

  Cheri Sterling 

  Cindy Schuenke           

     

November 18           

Comm. Prep: Ruth and Lyle Olson       

Servers: Ruth and Lyle Olson      

  DeDe Howie  

  Robin Finke  

  Fred and Barb Grote 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readers  

November 4  Robin Finke  

November 11 Kris Hoysler 

November 18 Dick Huston  

November 25 Kelly Jensen 

 

Tech. Team  

 

November 4  Chris and Gabe Trebelhorn 

November 11 Ken Butzow and Mark Zentner 

November 18 Dick Lawson and Linda Hanegraaf 

November 25 Curt and Georganne Danielson  

 

 

We are always looking for more people to get involved in the life and ministry of Our Savior’s 

Lutheran.  Please contact Georganne Danielson or Wendy Smith Becker if you would like to  

volunteer for any of these opportunities.  
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November 7  

Lasagna 

 

November 14 

Beef and Chicken Tacos 

 

November 21 

Thanksgiving Break—No Meal  

 

November 28  

Pizza 

 

 

 

Take a moment and call  

Our Savior’s Daily Devotion Line  

@ 507-331-7477 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving is from  

5:00-6:00pm 

Cost is $3.00 per 
person  

with a family  

maximum  

Of $15.00. 

 

 

Come enjoy great 
food  

and fellowship with 
your  

Our Savior’s family! 

C a f é  M i d w e e k  
N o v e m b e r  M e n u  

 

 

You can GIVE 

without growing, 

but… 

You cannot GROW 

without giving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP 2019 


