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faith grows here.WHAT'S INSIDE
Dear Friends in Christ,

It was an ordinary Tuesday. The kind where the alarm felt too early and the coffee 
didn’t feel strong enough. The kind where the calendar was already too full before 
the day even began. I remember standing at the kitchen counter, lunch half-
packed, scrolling through emails, mentally making a list of everything I needed to 
do. It was loud—not with noise, but with responsibility.

And then, almost without thinking, I stopped. I put my phone down. I placed both 
hands flat on the counter. I took a breath, and said to myself, “God, help me today.” 
It wasn’t fancy. It wasn’t poetic. It lasted maybe three seconds. But it changed 
something for me. Not the schedule. Not the deadlines. Not the responsibilities 
waiting for me. But it changed something in me. It reminded me that I wasn’t 
walking into the day alone. It reminded me that even in the middle of an ordinary 
Tuesday, God was present.

Lent is an invitation into that kind of moment.

We often think of Lent as something we add on—one more church service, one 
more commitment, one more thing in an already full life. But Lent is less about 
adding and more about making space. It is a season that gently asks: Where is God 
in your everyday life? And are you making room to notice?

Lent lasts forty days, but it meets us in the small moments we live every single day. 
It meets us in the quiet of the morning before anyone else is awake. It meets us 
in the car, between one place and the next. It meets us at the kitchen sink, in the 
pickup line, on a walk, or in the stillness before sleep. Lent reminds us that faith isn’t 
only something that happens at church. Faith happens in kitchens and cars and 
hospital rooms and office desks. Faith happens in the middle of real life.

This season, many people choose to give something up. And that can be 
meaningful. But sometimes the most powerful Lenten practice isn’t what we give 
up, but what we make room for. What if, this Lent, you made room for one small 
moment with God each day? Not because you have to, but because you need to.

It could be as simple as pausing before your feet hit the floor in the morning and 
saying, “God, be with me today.” Turning off the radio in the car and driving in silence 
for five minutes. Reading a single verse of scripture and sitting with it. Taking a 
breath and remembering that you are held by grace.

These moments may seem small. But small moments are where relationships grow. 
And Lent is, at its heart, about relationship. It is about returning our attention to the 
God who has never stopped paying attention to us. Martin Luther once wrote that 
God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does. And I would add this: 
God doesn’t need our Lenten practices. But we do. Because they soften us. They 
center us. They remind us who we are and whose we are.

In a world that constantly asks for more of us, Lent is a season that invites us to be 
still. To listen. To notice. To return.  You do not need to do Lent perfectly. You simply 
need to be present. Because the good news of this season is not that we find God. 
It is that, again and again, we discover God has already found us.

This March (for the whole month), my prayer for you is not that you add one more 
thing to your life. My prayer is that you make space. Space to breathe. Space to 
pray. Space to notice. Space for God. Even on an ordinary Tuesday. And trust that 
God will meet you there.

In Christ, Pastor Kira
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2026 New Year Kick-off Meeting Recap

The meeting brought together staff, Council members, and Table members to reflect on our current 

standing as a congregation and look toward our future together. The session began with a "Holy Huddle" 

icebreaker where attendees shared their personal visions for what OSLC needs most right now.

Key Takeaways & Updates:

•	 Constitutional Review: We reviewed the OSLC Constitution (last updated in 2019), focusing on 

membership classifications and the responsibilities of the Congregation Council. Pastor Kira also 

noted that the church will be looking closely at current membership rosters.

•	 Financial & Resource Overview: Attendees reviewed the 2026 Ministry Spending Plan and table 

budgets. All church documents and table resources are now organized on Google Drive for increased 

transparency and accessibility.

•	 Associate Pastor Position Update: Following a conversation with the Bishop’s Office, the Council has 

decided to pivot our search. Rather than seeking an associate pastor, we will be focusing our efforts 

on calling a visitation pastor at this time. This decision was made to ensure our leadership structure 

aligns with current attendance, participation levels, and our 2026 budget.

•	 New Care Initiatives: Council shared its primary goal for the year: to be a welcoming community 

where every generation has a place to belong. To achieve this, the church will focus on creating 

intentional small group ministries for all ages and moving members from "a seat in the pews to  

active involvement". 

To support our aging congregation, the Council will explore hiring retired clergy to assist with 

preaching and congregational care. Pastor Kira expressed feeling well-supported by the congregation 

during this transition.

•	 Table Breakouts: Each Table (Gather, Root, and Spring) met to review their Charters, elect a Chair and 

Secretary, and establish their meeting schedules for the upcoming year. Tables are moving toward a 

goal of three-month vision planning.

The Council remains committed to transparency and hard work as we navigate this new season of  

ministry together.

Council Corner

Faith grows here.
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Fast Figures

2026 Financials
Finalized through January 2026

Actual
Ministry 

Spending Plan Difference 

January Reciepts ($ 60,337.37)  ($ 41,949.00) ($ 18,388.37)  

January Expenses ($ (43,715.71)  ($ (66,161.00) ($ 22,445.29) 

Receipts Over Expenses ($ 16,621.66)   ($ (24,212.00) ($ 40,833.66) 

($ -  )             

YTD Receipts ($ 60,337.37)  ($ 41,949.00) ($ 18,388.37)  

YTD Expenses ($ (43,715.71)  ($ (66,161.00) ($ 22,445.29) 

Receipts Over Expenses ($ 16,621.66)   ($ (24,212.00) ($ 40,833.66) 

Balance Sheet Recap  Actual 

 Beginning 
Balance as of 
January 1st, 

2026 

 Change 

Total cash on hand as of 01-31-2026 ($344,490.92) ($ 252,370.07) ($ 92,120.85)  

Total cash Designated for specific purposes (restricted accounts) ($ 196,962.66) ($ 174,998.03) ($ 21,964.63)  

Leaving a cash balance for General Operating expenses of ($ 147,528.26) ($ 77,372.04)  ($ 70,156.22)  

January giving was strong, coming in 44% over plan!  

January expenses were down <34% > from plan, and this was expected due to having open staff positions.

Cash on hand is at $147,528.26, this puts us in a good position to sustain the fluxuation of when giving comes in.

Thank you all for your faithful support of OSLC!

Financial Update
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Join Us During Lent
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Join Us During Lent
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.

Share Your      
  Music with Us!
We are looking for people to play special music in  
worship throughout the summer. Please contact Wendy 
in the church office, at wendy@oursaviorsfbo.org, if you 
are interested in sharing your talents in worship!
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Dwelling in the Word
Join Pastor Kira every Tuesday morning from 9:30-10:30 in the Narthex for a Bible study called 
Dwelling in the Word. Each week, we will read scripture for the coming Sunday. Then we will 
engage in conversations around three key questions: What does the text say? What does the text 
mean? And, most importantly, What is God saying to me through this text?

Dwelling in the Word for all individuals! Whether you can attend every week or sporadically, 
whether you have a deep understanding of scripture or just starting to dig deeper. It's a great 
opportunity to connect with other members of our community, our Pastor, and grow in your faith 
through shared exploration of scripture. Come as you are, bring your questions and insights, and 
let's journey together through the pages of the Bible. We look forward to welcoming you with 
open arms and open hearts.

Tuesdays | 9:30-10:30 AM | The Narthex

Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.



8 OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCHFARIBAULT | MINNESOTAMARCH  NEWSLETTER
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Fellowship Events



Stepping Stone Classes   
FOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

March 11 &18
4th GRADE   
6:30-7:30pm | Fellowship Hall 

JOIN US ON MAUNDY THURSDAY  
TO CELEBRATE AS THEY MAKE  
THEIR FIRST COMMUNION

15faith grows here.  ROOTED IN GOD’S LOVE.  GATHERED AS CHRIST’S COMMUNITY.  SPRINGING INTO JOYFUL DISCIPLESHIP.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
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High School  
Youth Group

Join Us. All Are Welcome

Youth in grades 9 -12 are invited to spend your Wednesday night 
having fun, building community, and learning about God with us.

WEDNESDAYS  | 8-9 PM 
OSLC YOUTH ROOM

YOUTH MINISTRY  
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Mini Confirmation 
Trip Recap
Eight of our confirmation students and two amazing leaders, Matt and Stacy, experienced 
college life at Gustavus Adolphus College—complete with a campus tour, cafeteria meals, 
and time with campus ministry.

They also lived out their faith in service, partnering with First Lutheran Church and Deacon 
Brenda to pack dog and cat food for the local food shelf and serve at a shelter by cleaning 
and painting shared spaces.

Of course, there was plenty of fun too—cheering at a Gusties hockey game, enjoying the 50° 
sunshine at the park, and glowing down the tubing hill at Mount Kato!

There were lots of laughs, lots of snacks, and meaningful moments along the way. We are so 
grateful for this experience and for the leaders who made it possible. These young people 
are a gift! It’s fun to see them learn, serve, and grow together.

February 13-15
St. Peter, MN
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MARCH USHERS
HERB HICKEY ©	 HARRY & SHARON DELL			 
EVON ASK	 MARK HELGESON 
DEAN MANZ	 BRUCE & JAN BOUDREAU 
LIZ DUPUIS 

COMMUNION 
	 MARCH 15	 MARCH 22 

PREP	 Ruth Hickey	 Ruth Hickey 
SERVERS	 Stew & Cindy Schuenke	 Fred & Barb Grote 
	 Paula Schauer	 Ardys Johnson 
	 Linda Mueller	 Allen & Pam Salveson 
	 Jill Finstuen 	 Barb Condit 
	 1 Volunteer Needed

SCRIPTURE READERS  
MARCH 1	 LINDA MUELLER 
MARCH 8	 PEGGY PAULSON 
MARCH 15	 JILL FINSTUEN 
MARCH 22	 CHRISTINE SAMMON 
MARCH 29	 DICK HUSTON

SOUND & TECH TEAM
FEBRUARY 1	  
Sound: Allen Salveson	 Media Shout & Lights: Linda Hanegraff 
Livestream: Brendan Cox 

FEBRUARY 8 
Sound: Amy Cox	 Media Shout & Lights: Tim Cox 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

FEBRUARY 15 
Sound: Jordyn Finstuen	 Media Shout & Lights: Jarid Finstuen 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

FEBRUARY 22  
Sound: Allen Salveson	 Media Shout & Lights: Linda Hanegraff 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

FEBRUARY 29  
Sound: Amy Cox	 Media Shout & Lights: Tim Cox 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

SERMON TEXT & VOLUNTEERS

"Jesus Washes Feet"
Sunday, March 1 

John 13:1-17

“Peter's Denial”
Sunday, March 8 

John 18:12-27

“Jesus and Pilate”
Sunday, March 15 

John 18:28-40

“Jesus Condemned”
Sunday, March 22 

John 19:1-16a

“Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem”
Palm Sunday, March 29 

Luke 19: 29-44

March
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Volunteer Opportunities
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Volunteer Opportunities
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With Deepest Sympathy

May God 's grace and love surround you during this difficult time.

Our Sympathy to Those Who Mourn: 

Tim and Wendy Becker and family  
in the death of Tim's mother, Rose Becker.

Sympathies

FOUND: An intricately carved wooden set of 
people and animals, possibly from Tanzania.

If you know it’s history or if they are yours,  
you may claim them at the church office.
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1207 Prairie Ave. S. | Faribault, MN 55021

oursaviorsfbo.org     E Q M
stay connected

Pr. Kira Anderson 
Lead Pastor 
pastorkira@oursaviorsfbo.org

Ashley Taylor 
Kathleen G. Putrah Director of Children's Ministry 
ashley@oursaviorsfbo.org

Wendy Smith-Becker 
Office Coordinator 
wendy@oursaviorsfbo.org

Pam Salveson 
Financial Secretary 
financialsecretary@oursaviorsfbo.org

Apply Today! 
Business Administrator 
oursaviorsfbo.org

Andrea Kubinski 
Congregational Council President 
churchcouncil@oursaviorsfbo.org

Faith grows here.

Sunday, March 8, 2026
Don't forget to set your clock ahead. 


