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faith grows here.WHAT'S INSIDE
Dear Friends in Christ,

At our recent Faithful Pages book club we discussed The Red Notebook, a quiet, 
charming story about a man who finds a lost handbag and, through its contents, 
begins to piece together the life of a woman he did not know. What unfolded was 
a story built on fragments: a notebook, a few objects, scattered clues. From these 
pieces, he forms a picture of who she might be.

Our conversation that night circling back to one simple but powerful truth: how 
often do we do the same thing with one another? We meet people in passing. We 
sit near them in the pews. We exchange greetings in the narthex or hallway. And 
from these brief fragments of encounter, we begin to form an understanding of who 
someone is. But the truth is, those fragments rarely tell the whole story.

In the book, curiosity becomes the bridge to connection. The main character 
chooses not to remain distant or indifferent, but chooses to lean in to wonder, 
notice, and care. And that choice is what transforms a simple moment into 
something meaningful, he also goes a little too far, but that’s a point for another day.

As we talked together, it raised an important question for us as community of faith:

What might change if we approached one another with that same kind of healthy 
curiosity? What if we moved beyond the surface-level “hellos” and made space to 
truly know one another?

Scripture reminds us again and again that we are called into community. In 
Galatians 6:2, we are urged to “bear one another’s burdens,” and in Romans 12:15, 
we are reminded to share in both joy and sorrow. These are not surface-level 
invitations, what God wants for God’s people is that they move beyond fragments 
and into real relationship. Even 1 Corinthians 12:26 paints a picture of a community 
so connected that no one’s story exists in isolation. This is what it means to be the 
body of Christ: to listen deeply, to care intentionally, and to hold one another’s 
stories with compassion. We cannot live this out from a distance; it begins by truly 
seeing and knowing one another.

But it is hard to carry someone’s story if we do not know it. To be a community of 
prayer warriors, we must also be a community of listeners. This doesn’t require 
grand gestures. It might look like lingering a little longer in conversation. Asking one 
more question. Remembering something someone shared and then following up. It 
might look like being open enough to share a piece of your own story, trusting that 
this is a place where you can be known.

Because the truth is, each person who walks through our doors carries a story 
far richer than the fragments we see on a Sunday morning. To be part of a faith 
community where those stories are not only heard but held with care is a gift. My 
hope for us is that we continue to grow into that kind of community: one that is 
curious, compassionate, and deeply connected. A place where we don’t just pass 
by one another but truly see one another. Stay for coffee after worship long after 
the sanctuary lights are off and connect! You never know what story someone is 
carrying or how much it might mean to them for you to take the time to listen.

In Christ,  
Pastor Kira
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The Church Council met on Tuesday, April 21. 

A few highlights include: 

The Finance Committee reported that we are in the best cash reserve place we have been in a 
long time. [like pre-Covid days, can I get an Amen?!] The council passed a motion giving the Finance 
Committee approval to research savings options with higher interest rates. This in no way means 
your offering isn’t needed; it means we are exploring ways to be better stewards of your gifts while 
keeping funds easily accessible. [that’s higher yield and liquidity for the bankers and accountants in 
the room] 

We are in a good place financially because we are still short 3 staffing positions. Council has 
decided to put together a task force to evaluate our staffing structure. Keep this in your prayers.  

The coffee bar has been on the minds of the council and property committee for many months. 
We need a sustainable way to support a welcoming coffee corner. Following worship, Pastor Kira 
& Council President Andrea will be in the lobby with a clipboard for volunteers.

Continue to pray for the council and table members and their discernment for what is best for the 
congregation. If you have questions or want to be more involved, contact a council member.

In Christ, 
Our Saviors Council.

Council Corner
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Financial Update

Faith grows here.
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Fellowship
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Fireside 
Chapel

Dedication of the

May 17th

10:45 AM 

Sunday

Join us as we dedicate the new Fireside Chapel 
— a sacred space created for prayer, reflection, 
worship, study, and life’s holy moments. 

This space has been made possible through the 
generous hands and hearts of many, especially 
our HHH group, Henry’s Handy Helpers, whose 
care and dedication helped bring this vision to life.

Come celebrate and this new space designed 
to be a holy space where all are welcome.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Dwelling in the Word
Join Pastor Kira every Tuesday morning from 9:30-10:30 in the Narthex for a Bible study called 
Dwelling in the Word. Each week, we will read scripture for the coming Sunday. Then we will 
engage in conversations around three key questions: What does the text say? What does the text 
mean? And, most importantly, What is God saying to me through this text?

Dwelling in the Word for all individuals! Whether you can attend every week or sporadically, 
whether you have a deep understanding of scripture or just starting to dig deeper. It's a great 
opportunity to connect with other members of our community, our Pastor, and grow in your faith 
through shared exploration of scripture. Come as you are, bring your questions and insights, and 
let's journey together through the pages of the Bible. We look forward to welcoming you with 
open arms and open hearts.

Tuesdays | 9:30-10:30 AM | The Narthex

Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.



10 OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCHFARIBAULT | MINNESOTAMAY  NEWSLETTER

Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.



11faith grows here.  ROOTED IN GOD’S LOVE.  GATHERED AS CHRIST’S COMMUNITY.  SPRINGING INTO JOYFUL DISCIPLESHIP.

Growing Community
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Growing Community
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Summer service and fun for Prek - 8th grade!

We will start and end each day at Our Savior's. 

Drop-Off: 8 AM | Pick-Up: 4 PM

PREK - 5TH GRADE
Tuesday, June 16
Thursday, July 9

Tuesday, Augst 18

6TH - 8TH GRADE
Tuesday, June 9

Thursday, July 14
Tuesday, Augst 11

Please use the QR Code to sign up. 
Regstration closes on  
Sunday, May 17th.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
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Summer
High School  

Youth Group

Join Us. All Are Welcome

Youth in grades 9 -12 are invited to spend your Wednesday nights in May, 
June, July and August having fun, building community, and learning about 
God with us.

WEDNESDAYS  | 6-8 PM 
OSLC YOUTH ROOM

YOUTH MINISTRY  
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JOIN US

Brynn Beardsley

Cullen Cox

Madelyn Dandl

Katelyn Dwyer

Ellery LaCroix

Nathan Lockerby

Aubrie Newport

Leah Nowaczewski

Grifin Schema

James Silver

Morgan Sterling

Kevin Vosejpka

Breuer Wolff

Ella Wood



18 OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCHFARIBAULT | MINNESOTAMAY  NEWSLETTER

With Deepest Sympathy

May God 's grace and love surround you during this difficult time.

Our Sympathy to Those Who Mourn: 

Barb and Terry Condit   
in the death of Barb’s brother, John.

Becky and Zach Peterson and family    
in the death of  Becky’s father, Allen Anderson.

Jordan and Maria Plotz and family   
in the death of Jordan’s father, Gary Plotz.

Blessings on your Baptism
Cohen Dale Klapperich  

son of Ciera and David Klapperich.  
Baptized on April 12, 2026.

Brigham “Briggs” Jude Moss  
son of Megan (Klapperich) and Derrick Moss.  

Baptized on April 12, 2026.

Theodore Todd Jongbloedt  
son of McKenna (Stendel) and Tayler Jongbloedt.  

Baptized on April 19, 2026

BAPTISMS & SYMPATHIES
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MAY  USHERS
PETE ROBERTS ©	 LARRY CHURCHILL ©		
KAREN CHURCHILL	 LYLE & RUTH OLSON		
JERRY & PAULA SCHAUER	 LINDA MUELLER

COMMUNION 
	 MAY 17	 MAY 24 

PREP	 Fred & Barb Grote	 Fred & Barb Grote 
SERVERS	 Fred & Barb Grote 	 Fred & Barb Grote 
	 Allen & Pam Salveson	 Harry & Sharon Dell 
	 Barb Condit 	 Ardys Johnson 
	 Sylvia Alberts 	 Linda Mueller 
	 Ashley Taylor 	 Ashley Taylor

	 MAY 31 

PREP	 Jill Finstuen	  
SERVERS	 Dennis & Rita Wunderlich 
	 Paula Schauer 
	 Karen Rasmussen 
	 Sylvia Alberts  
	 Jill Finstuen  
	 Ashley Taylor

SCRIPTURE READERS  
MAY 3	 EVON ASK 
MAY 10  	 JILL FINSTUEN 
MAY 17	 EDIE MATTSON 
MAY 24	 LINDA MUELLER 
MAY 31	 PEGGY PAULSON

SOUND & TECH TEAM
MAY 3  
Sound: Allen Salveson	 Media Shout & Lights: Linda Hanegraff 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

MAY 10 
Sound: Ashley Taylor	 Media Shout & Lights: Mitch Anderson 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

MAY 17  
Sound: Amy Cox	 Media Shout & Lights: Tim Cox 
Livestream: Volunteer Needed

MAY 24  
Sound: Jordyn Finstuen	 Media Shout & Lights: Jarid Finstuen 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

MAY 31  
Sound: Amy Cox	 Media Shout & Lights: Tim Cox 
Livestream: Brendan Cox

SERMON TEXT & VOLUNTEERS

"Paul’s Sermon at Athens"
Sunday, May 3 
Acts 17:16-31

“Partnership in the Gospel”
Sunday, May 10 

Philippians 1:1-18a

“The Christ Hymn”
Sunday, May 17 

Philippians 2:1-13

“Pentecost: Rejoice in the Lord”
Sunday, May 24 

Acts 2:1-21

“Loss & Loyalty”
Sunday, May 30 

Ruth 1:1-22

May
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1 ELCA.org/AMMPARO 

Responses from synod bishops 

Southeastern Synod 
https://www.elca-ses.org/newsdetail/sanctuary-denomination-a-message-from-bishop-gordy-and-bishop-
elect-strickland-12871994 

Indiana-Kentucky synod 
https://files.constantcontact.com/d4943ff5001/75d31123-7e13-434d-aebb-4818a9d5d34c.pdf 

Rocky Mountain Synod 
https://bishopgonia.blogspot.com/2019/08/becoming-sanctuary-church-what-
does.html?fbclid=IwAR08oOHoLbstBtOS9CTlYJZaPClqpnn4V4qoDVcjXvxgH5xjMTrt6INZyPo 

Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod 
https://www.ntnl.org/elca-churchwide-2019-sanctuary-declaration/?fbclid=IwAR3Yg-
pf7lJFOiH--9umBIiv9umZhhfiB1Xm9Gwd0U0QUsZode77dC8xHuc 

Pacifica Synod 
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/From-the-Bishop---A-Sanctuary-Church-Body--What-Does-This-
Mean-.html?soid=1102230219379&aid=EfA20JIKfgg&fbclid=IwAR3Yg-
pf7lJFOiH--9umBIiv9umZhhfiB1Xm9Gwd0U0QUsZode77dC8xHuc 

Montana Synod 
https://www.montanasynod.org/from-the-bishop-blog 

St. Paul Synod 
https://www.spas-elca.org/immigration-and-hospitality-of-the-heart/ 

Florida-Bahamas Synod 
https://fbsynod.com/2019/08/13/elca-action-as-sanctuary-church-body-a-note-from-bishop-suarez/ 

Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Churchwide-Assembly-Update-from-Bishop-Elect-Hassanally-and-
Bishop-Delzer.html?soid=1101429783487&aid=sZewsDxJySg&fbclid=IwAR3dYRULvsvgt_02fdl9s6SXs-
L9g15rhrxXqbvoSzieWWk2spDvHvVydbs

AMMPARO Program

For I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and you gave  
me something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me.

Matthew  25:35

Thursday, May 21
7 PM | Our Savior's Lutheran Church
Hosted by the Pub Theology Team

Join us for an evening of conversation and learning as we explore refugee resettlement and the AMMPARO 
program—an ELCA ministry dedicated to protecting and supporting vulnerable migrants. We’ll be joined by 
Kathy Chatelaine, Assistant to the Bishop for Global Ministry, who will help us better understand this important 
work and why it matters.

AMMPARO, meaning “protection,” is rooted in faith and action—walking alongside individuals and families 
displaced by violence, poverty, and environmental challenges. Together, we’ll learn how this ministry advocates 
for justice, provides support, and creates opportunities for those seeking safety and a new beginning.

Come discover how you can be part of a welcoming community that lives out its faith by caring for neighbors 
near and far.

Guest: �Kathy Chatelaine 
Assistant to the Bishop for Global Ministry 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
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Volunteer Opportunities
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Fellowship
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oursaviorsfbo.org     E Q M
stay connected

Pr. Kira Anderson 
Lead Pastor 
pastorkira@oursaviorsfbo.org

Ashley Taylor 
Kathleen G. Putrah Director of Children's Ministry 
ashley@oursaviorsfbo.org

Wendy Smith-Becker 
Office Coordinator 
wendy@oursaviorsfbo.org

Pam Salveson 
Financial Secretary 
financialsecretary@oursaviorsfbo.org

Apply Today! 
Business Administrator 
oursaviorsfbo.org

Andrea Kubinski 
Congregational Council President 
churchcouncil@oursaviorsfbo.org

Faith grows here.

Mother's
Happy

Day


