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faith grows here.WHAT'S INSIDE
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” — 1 Corinthians 12:27

There are some people whose ministry is easy to see. They stand in front. They preach, 
teach, sing, lead, or serve in ways that naturally draw our attention. And then there are 
people whose ministry is woven so deeply into the life of a congregation that it can be 
difficult to name all the places their fingerprints remain. For 27 years, Wendy has been 
that person for us at Our Savior’s.

The Apostle Paul gives us one of my favorite images for the church when he describes 
us as the body of Christ. There are many members, many gifts, many functions—and 
every part matters. No single person is the church. Instead, God gathers all these different 
people and gifts together and somehow, through grace, makes us one body. For nearly 
three decades, Wendy has faithfully helped care for that body.

Her hands have created beautiful decorations for Vacation Bible School, prepared 
bulletins, made coffee, and accomplished countless tasks most of us will never know 
needed doing. Her voice has received members on the phone when they call in crisis or 
grief, it has made music with Free Spirit, and helped lead children's choirs and Christmas 
programs. Her creativity shows up every week in the images she carefully chooses for 
our bulletins and the words and visuals she prepares for our worship screens. She has 
helped ministries communicate, pastors prepare, families connect, children participate, 
and worship happen.

And through all of it, Wendy has simply been there.

Pastors have come and gone. Staff have come and gone. Families have grown, children 
have become adults, beloved members have died, new people have walked through 
our doors, ministries have begun and ended, technology has changed—and the church 
has continued to become something new. Through so many of those seasons, Wendy 
has been a steady presence and there is something deeply faithful about that. That kind 
of ministry reminds us that very little is ordinary when it is offered in love. Through all of 
these years that is what she has faithfully offered this congregation. 

As Wendy prepares for retirement at the end of October, I find myself deeply grateful—
not simply for everything she has done, but for the way she has been part of who we have 
been. Serving these years with us is a remarkable gift of time, presence, creativity, care, 
and faithfulness.

Wendy, you have been an important part of this body of Christ. You have helped 
generations of people experience Our Savior’s as a place where they are welcomed, 
worship is prepared with care, ministry is supported, and people are known. When I came 
on staff as a Children’s Ministry Coordinator you showed me the ropes and helped me as 
a mentor with Christmas programs and chaotic Wednesdays. When I was called here as 
the Lead Pastor, you once again received me with support and guidance, teaching me 
how others have navigated a call in this place. You always offered perfect perspective in 
questions and were always one step ahead of me. Thank you for your faithfulness and 
heart.  

On behalf of this congregation, and personally as one of the many pastors who has had 
the privilege of serving alongside you, thank you for showing up, sharing your gifts, caring 
about the details, and loving this congregation. The body of Christ is better because your 
gifts have been part of it.

In gratitude and Christian love, 
Pastor Kira
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Learning the Rhythms of a Thriving Life
As we move into October, Thriv’era is beginning to move from an idea we have been talking about into a way 
of life we can practice together. That distinction matters. Thriv’era is not simply a program, a book, or a small-
group experience. It is an invitation to pay attention to who we are, how we are being formed, and what kind 
of life we want to bring into the world. At the heart of Thriv’era are seven rhythms. Each has what I call a Guiding Narrative—a 
few sentences that name both an identity we have already been given and a way of life into which we are continually growing.

The larger narrative sounds like this: 
Thriv’era challenges us to move with thoughtful purpose toward a deepened sense of identity—that we are spirited, creative, 
and connected people called to be present, grateful, generous, and missional with our lives—by intentionally living into a series 
of life rhythms that help us bring some good to each moment, something better to each day, and our best to each other as we 
encounter the world around us. Notice where it begins: not with what we should accomplish, but with who we are.

Who We Are 
As image-bearers of the Divine, we are spirited people—alive by gift, not by striving. We thrive as spirited people by receiving 
each breath as grace and living awake to the Spirit who inspires and animates all life.

As image-bearers of the Divine, we are creative people—designed by grace to participate in God’s ongoing making. We thrive 
as creative people by discovering our identity and purpose, honoring the sacred impulse to make, and cultivating wonder, 
imagination, and innovation for the sake of love.

As image-bearers of the Divine, we are connected people—formed for generative, life-giving relationships. We thrive as 
connected people by practicing intentional kindness and hospitality, and by building trust and respect that sustain community.

Spirited. Creative. Connected. These are not achievements to earn. They name something about the life God has already 
breathed into us. But identity naturally begins to shape practice. Who we are begins to influence how we live.

How We Live 
As image-bearers of the Divine, we are people of Presence—learning to be fully alive to the gift of here and now. We thrive in the 
present by practicing rhythms of sabbath: creating margin, welcoming silence, listening deeply, honoring thin places when 
they appear, and immersing ourselves in what this moment has to teach. Presence gathers what distraction scatters, giving us 
richness in the ordinary, clarity in the complex, and a quiet centeredness that helps life unfold.

As image-bearers of the Divine, we are grateful people—blessed not only to receive but to be a blessing. We thrive as grateful 
people by practicing gratitude as a heartfelt discipline, remembering with joy and thanksgiving that all we have is gift and grace. 
As we gather the good, gratitude becomes steadiness—strengthening love between us and breathing hope into the rooms 
where life is hardest.

As image-bearers of the Divine, we are generous people—free to live open-handedly and open-heartedly. We thrive as generous 
people by seeking lavish interactions with the world so that the abundance of the few can transform the scarcity of the many 
into a feast of blessing where all have enough.

Presence teaches us to receive the moment. Gratitude teaches us to notice the gift. Generosity teaches us to open our hands. 
And eventually these rhythms turn us outward.

How We Are Sent 
As image-bearers of the Divine, we are missional people—a sense of mission woven into our very nature, aligning us with God’s 
healing work in the world. We thrive as missional people by joining movements that generate hope, unity, and wholeness.

This is where the rhythms lead—not away from the world, but more deeply into it. Thriving is never simply about becoming 
healthier, happier, or more fulfilled individuals. We are being formed for the sake of our neighbors, our communities, and God’s 
beloved world.

Maybe that is the invitation before us this fall. Not to master seven ideas. Not to add seven more things to an already crowded 
life. But to practice a way of being. To become increasingly awake to the Spirit. To make room for wonder. To widen the table. To 
return to the present moment. To gather the good. To open our hands. To take the next faithful step.

And perhaps, over time, the seven rhythms begin to sound less like seven separate practices and more like one life:

As image-bearers of the Divine, we are Spirited, Creative, and Connected people—learning to be fully Present to the gift of here 
and now. We thrive as Grateful people who gather the good, as Generous people who live with open hands, and as Missional 
people who step off the map for the sake of love. And when these rhythms become a way of life, we discover what has been 
true all along: thriving isn’t a finish line we reach, but a posture we practice—bringing good to each moment, something better 
to each day, and our best to each other as we encounter the world together.

That is the journey we are beginning together. And October seems like a very good time to keep taking the next faithful step. 
Thriv’era Small Groups begin on Wednesday, October 7. 

I’m in it with you! Pastor Paul
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Where good books lead to meaningful conversations
All are Invited, 
so start reading now.

Our November selection will take us in a very different direction! Yesteryear is a thought-provoking 
novel about a modern-day social media influencer who has built her identity around an idealized 
“traditional” way of life. It raises fascinating questions about faith, identity, gender roles, motherhood, 
social media, nostalgia, power, and the stories we tell ourselves about the “good old days.” 

1. What stayed with you? 

2. Where did you see yourself?

3. Where might God be inviting you?

A note for readers: This is an adult novel and contains strong language and mature and potentially disturbing content, 
including depictions of domestic and child abuse, violence, sexual content, pregnancy-related trauma, and other 

difficult situations. It will not be the right book for every reader, and that is okay. I chose this book because it gives us 
plenty to wrestle with and discuss together. As always, come ready for good conversation, different perspectives, and 

the opportunity to listen to one another!

Our next gathering is on �

Sunday, November 15
11am-12pm �

at Good Day Coffee

We'll be discussing  

"Yesteryear"  
�by Caro Claire Burke 
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Financial Update

As we look toward 2027, we invite you to begin prayerfully considering how God is calling you to support the 

ministry we share at Our Savior’s.

In the coming weeks, watch for Together, We Thrive, our four-week stewardship journey. Through Scripture, 

stories from our congregation, and weekly reflections, we’ll consider what God has entrusted to us and how 

our generosity helps cultivate a community where people can thrive.

God gives first. We don’t thrive alone. Together, we bear fruit that lasts.

For now, simply begin with prayer: What might God be calling me to give toward our shared ministry in 2027?

TOGETHER, WE THRIVE
Coming Soon...

OUR FOUR-WEEK STEWARDSHIP JOURNEY
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Faith grows here.

COUNCIL CORNER
To the Congregation of Our Saviors:

The Church Council met September 15th, and as always, had a full agenda.  With this meeting, we were 

joined by Jill and Brooke from Lighthouse Strategic Solutions for a portion of the meeting.  They walked the 

council through their first comprehensive Financial Packet delivered to the council for the month of August.  

In addition to the standard Statement of Financial Position (a non-profit’s Balance Sheet) and Statement 

of Activity (The “Income” Statement) and very detailed analysis of the month’s financial activity, they are 

additionally adding graphs of operating cash flow, a financial dashboard which quickly compares the last 

five years of offerings month by month and a Statement of Cash Flow, which for those who are familiar with 

it, is a UCA Cash Flow statement, showing how our cash balance is affected by the inflows and outflows 

of the ministries, which gives the council a quick means of looking at our financial position, and at present, 

we’re in a strong financial position with approximately five months of operating cash on hand right now.

Of course part of why we are where we are is because we’re well under our budgeted staffing and benefit 

expenses in being down three staff most of the year, but here too is where Lighthouse has been and will 

be of benefit to Our Saviors.  Lighthouse had a part in bringing Laurell LaCanne, our new office coordinator, 

on board.  They will also continue with the hiring process of new staff based on the job descriptions 

brought forth by the Staffing Task Force.

Another topic that led to poignant discussion was following up on this summer’s conversation of the 

ELCA’s social statements.  As a continuation of this, there will be opportunities forthcoming where we, as 

a congregation, will revisit Our Savior’s stated position in response to the ELCA’s 2009 Social Statement. 

There will be more information to come on this.

We’re back into September now, a season symbolized by change, and that’s something that’s been 

indicated this congregation has been yearning for.  There are so many reasons to be excited about what’s 

to come, and what’s taking shape is a direct result of the conversations, roundtables, discussions, and 

gatherings that have been taken place.  

Thank you, each of you, for how you help support the ministry of Our Saviors, be it through your gift of time, 

resources, talents or voice.  We’re grateful for how you give, but moreover, we’re grateful for you.

In Christ’s Peace, 

Our Savior’s Council
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.

Thank You!Thank You!
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Staff Update
September 15, 2026 

Dear Pr. Kira, Church Council and members of Our Savor's, 

 First of all I would like to begin by saying it has been a blessing and honor to 

have worked as the Office Manager at Our Savior's for the last 27 years. In that time 

have learned so much about my job, my faith, about myself and about the members of 

Our Savior's. I've learned to work through the bad times and to celebrate the good 

time. 

 I want to thank the Church Council, all the people I have worked with in the pre­

sent and the past and all the people of Our Savior's for the support and care that you 

all have giving me these past years. I have been truly blessed. 

 They say all good things must come to an end and on that note I am giving you 

my retirement date of October 29, 2026 as my last day of work. 

Blessing to you all. 
Wendy Smith-Becker 
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 

Stepping Stone Classes   
FOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

October 7th
3RD GRADERS   
6:30-7:30pm | Dining Room 

IN THIS CLASS WE WILL WELCOME OUR 3RD GRADE 
STUDENTS, SPEND TIME IN SCRIPTURE, AND HAVE  
FUN WITH A CRAFT. 

THE STEPPING STONE WILL BE PRESENTED THE  
FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY (10/14) DURING WORSHIP.
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Youth Group

Join Us. All Are Welcome

Youth in grades 9 -12 are invited to join us for snacks, games, and fellowship 
as we come back together for a new school year!

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
OSLC YOUTH ROOM  |  8-9 PM

YOUTH MINISTRY  JOIN US!

FALL  KICKOFF



13faith grows here.  ROOTED IN GOD’S LOVE.  GATHERED AS CHRIST’S COMMUNITY.  SPRINGING INTO JOYFUL DISCIPLESHIP.

With Deepest Sympathy

May God 's grace and love surround you during this difficult time.

Our Sympathy to Those Who Mourn: 

Shirley and George Galvin in the death of  
Shirley’s brother, Art Meland.

Allan Grinde and Mark and Janann Grinde  
and family in the death of Allan’s wife, Lenore. 

Scott & Jill Finstuen and Jarid Finstuen  
and family in the death of Scott’s father,  
Duane Finstuen.

Blessings on your Baptism
Bennett Henry Kluzak  
son of Valerie & Chris Kluzak  

Baptized on September 20, 2026

BAPTISMS & SYMPATHIES
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OCTOBER  USHERS
RICK BARTNESS ©	 JANE CARSON 
DAVE HENRY	 MIKE & AMY COOK 
PAUL & KATHY STEPKA

COMMUNION
	 OCTOBER 18	 OCTOBER 25 

PREP	� Jill Finstuen & 	 Jill Finstuen &  
Mary Osborne	 Mary Osborne

SERVERS	 Jill Finstuen	 Jill Finstuen 
	 Paula Schauer	 Ardys Johnson 
	 Stew & Cindy Schuenke	 Harry & Sharon Dell 
	 Krista Cox	 Evon Ask 
	 Marnie Roiger	 Barb Condit 

SCRIPTURE READERS 

OCT. 4	 Lisa Quimby 
OCT. 11	 Scott Koepsell 
OCT. 18	 Kris Hoysler 
OCT. 25	 Evon Ask 

SOUND & TECH TEAM
OCTOBER 4 
Sound: Ashley Taylor	 Media Shout: Mitch Anderson

OCTOBER 11  
Sound: Amy Cox	 Media Shout: Tim Cox

OCTOBER 18 
Sound: Jordyn Finstuen	 Media Shout: Jarid Finstuen

OCTOBER 25 
Sound: Allen Salveson	 Media Shout: Linda Hanegraff

SERMON TEXT & VOLUNTEERS

"Breath Is Gift"
Sunday, October 4 

Genesis 2:4b-7

 

“Making Room for Life”
Sunday, October 11 

Genesis 1:26-31

“Whose Image? Whose Life?”
Sunday, October 18 
Matthew 22:15-22

“Safer People to Be With”
Sunday, October 25 

Luke 10:25-37

October

Faith grows here.
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1207 Prairie Ave. S. | Faribault, MN 55021

oursaviorsfbo.org     E Q M
stay connected

Pr. Kira Anderson 
Lead Pastor 
pastorkira@oursaviorsfbo.org

Pr. Paul Gauche 
Pastor for Formation & Thriving 
pastorpaul@oursaviorsfbo.org

Ashley Taylor 
Kathleen G. Putrah Director of Children's Ministry 
ashley@oursaviorsfbo.org

Wendy Smith-Becker 
Office Coordinator 
wendy@oursaviorsfbo.org

Laurell LaCanne 
Office Coordinator 
officecoordinator@oursaviorsfbo.org

Andrea Kubinski 
Congregational Council President 
churchcouncil@oursaviorsfbo.org

Faith grows here.


