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faith grows here.WHAT'S INSIDE
Dear friends in Christ, 

One of the shortest verses in all of scripture, comes in the story of Lazarus. Jesus went to 
Mary and Martha's home after Lazarus’ death and scripture says in John 11: 35 “Jesus began 
to weep.” I wonder if it isn’t one of the most powerful verses we get.

Surrounded by Mary and others who were grieving, Jesus cried. He knew the promises 
of God. He knew that death would not have the final word. And still, he wept. This text is 
comforting because it reminds me that even though I am a person of faith, grief doesn’t 
need to disappear. Believing in the resurrection does not mean we won’t feel the ache of 
someone’s absence. Trusting in God’s promises does not mean we won’t wish for one more 
conversation, one more embrace, or one more ordinary day with someone we love.

The first Sunday in November is when the church makes room for remembering. On All 
Saints Sunday, we pause to name those who have died, give thanks for their lives, and 
remember that they remain held in the promises of God. But grief doesn’t belong to just 
one Sunday, and for all who have experienced the death of someone we love, we know 
that our grief certainly doesn’t follow the calendar.

For many, the approaching holiday season brings a complicated mixture of emotions. There 
may be joy in gathering around a table, and sadness because someone is no longer sitting 
in their familiar chair. There may be laughter as stories are shared, followed unexpectedly 
by tears. A favorite recipe, a familiar song, or a decoration pulled from a box can bring 
memories rushing back. Sometimes the hardest part of losing someone isn’t simply the 
moment they die. It is learning how to live in a world where they are no longer physically 
present. It is all the ordinary moments when we reach for the phone, expect to hear their 
voice, or wish they could see who we’ve become.

Grief is not something we simply get over. It is something we learn to carry. And the weight 
of it changes over time. It is my prayer that as we enter this season, we might give ourselves 
and one another permission to remember. To speak the names of those we miss. To tell 
their stories, make their recipes, laugh about their quirks, and even cry when the memories 
feel especially close. Remembering someone does not mean we are unable to move 
forward, quite the contrary it means their life mattered, that their love shaped us. And 
even though death has changed our relationship with them, it cannot erase the ways they 
continue to be part of who we are.

As a congregation, we have an opportunity to be especially tender with one another during 
this season. We may not always know who is carrying grief into worship, who is facing 
a first holiday without someone they love, or whose loss from many years ago still feels 
particularly close. But we can make room. We can listen. We can remember alongside one 
another. We can resist the temptation to rush someone toward feeling better.

Perhaps that is one of the most faithful things we can do. Our Christian hope is not that 
death doesn’t hurt, instead we cling to the promise, and hope is that death does not have 
the final word. The God who meets us in our tears is also the God who promises that 
nothing, not even death, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

So, this November, as we gather around tables, light candles, share stories, and enter 
another holiday season, may we remember that there is room for both gratitude and grief. 
Room for joy and longing. Room for remembering what was, while remaining open to the 
life still unfolding before us. And if you find yourself missing someone especially deeply this 
season, I pray you will remember this: Your grief is welcome here. Your memories matter. 
And you do not have to carry them alone.

In Christ, Pastor Kira
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Growing Together into Our Next Chapter

Dear friends at Our Savior’s, grace and peace to you!

Since returning to ministry among you in June, I’ve been reminded what a gift it is to know a congregation across different 
seasons of its life. Familiar faces, new names, cherished memories, and fresh possibilities all deepen my gratitude for this 
community that helped form me as a pastor.

When I served Our Savior’s from 1987 to 1995, we faced challenges together. In the years since, you have faced many 
more and risen to meet them again and again. We know something about finding our way through change, trusting God 
and one another while the path is still taking shape.

Now we have another opportunity to draw on that faith and courage.

Since July, these articles have moved from introducing our renewed partnership to exploring Thriv’era, inviting you into 
small groups, and connecting its seven rhythms with everyday life. Through it all, one question has guided us: How might 
the faith we share become more deeply woven into the lives we live?

Thriv’era brings together “thrive” and “era,” expressing the hope that we can thrive in every season of life. Rooted in Christ, 
it begins with who we are: image-bearers of the Divine, spirited, creative, and connected people, called to be present, 
grateful, generous, and missional with our lives.

These seven rhythms connect the worship we share on a weekend with the lives we live throughout the week. They 
shape how we listen, how we welcome others, how we respond to hardship, and how we use what we have for our 
neighbors’ good.

We chose to explore Thriv’era at Our Savior’s because there is so much here worth nurturing, and because our next 
chapter will ask us to grow.

Building relationships across generations will be some of our most important work. It means listening to younger  
people and families, welcoming their gifts and leadership, and allowing their experiences and questions to shape our  
life together.

Thriv’era gives us shared practices for that work: listening with our full attention, reaching beyond familiar circles, making 
room for another person’s ideas, and joining God’s work in response to our neighbors’ needs.

This will take courage. It will stretch us. We’ll need to reconsider familiar habits, try things whose outcomes we cannot  
predict, and stay in conversation when we see things differently. Our history gives me confidence that we can meet that 
challenge together.

As I reflect on these months, three things stand out clearly.

First, Our Savior’s is in remarkable hands with Pastor Kira Anderson’s leadership. She is brilliant and capable, with 
leadership skills beyond her years. She listens deeply to the Spirit and to this congregation. Her generous pastoral heart 
makes room for people’s questions, struggles, and hopes. She brings wisdom, compassion, and imagination to helping 
Our Savior’s grow in faith and serve the wider community. This congregation has much to look forward to under her 
leadership.

Second, trust runs deep at Our Savior’s. This congregation trusts its leadership, and its members trust one another. That 
trust creates room for honest questions, shared learning, and faithful steps forward—even before every detail is settled. It 
is a strength that will serve the congregation well in its next chapter.

Finally, there is an enormous amount of love at Our Savior’s. People genuinely care for one another. That love is evident in 
those who have nurtured this congregation for decades and in those just beginning to call it home. It embraces people of 
every age and stage of life—children and youth, younger and older adults, people who come on their own, and families 
of every shape and size. The opportunity ahead is to deepen connections across this congregation, honoring the wisdom 
and faithfulness already here while welcoming fresh gifts and perspectives. Our Savior’s grows stronger as each person 
finds a place to contribute, be known, and grow in faith.

These gifts give me confidence as we enter our next chapter. I’m grateful to be here with you, learning to bring some 
good to each moment, something better to each day, and our best to one another.

I’m in it with you! 
Pastor Paul
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By now, every household should have received our 2027 
stewardship letter and Statement of Intent (if you haven’t please 
let the church office know). As we look toward another year of 
ministry, we invite every household to prayerfully consider 
making a financial commitment for 2027. Every gift matters, 
and every household has a part in helping cultivate a community 
where people of all generations can thrive. We have spent the 
last few weeks asking “What has God entrusted to you, and 
what do you want to help grow?”

Together, through our generosity, we continue to bear fruit for the 
sake of one another and the world God loves.

Please return your 2027 Statement of Intent by November 
15th, so we can plan for our 2027 Budget.

2027 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

Rooted — We Receive Gathered — We Belong
Springing — We Respond Thriving — We Cultivate
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Financial Update

The September noisy offering went to support the Faribault  
School District's initiative to provide school supplies for all students. 
We were able to give $1,073.14 to support their effort. We received 
a letter of thanks from the Superintendant on behalf of the District, 
School Board, Administration, Staff, and Families.

Noisy Offering Update
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COUNCIL CORNER
The Church Council met on Tuesday, October 20th.  Pastor Kira took time with us to acknowledge 
something that she has noticed in the life of the congregation.  She recognized that we have gone through 
a significant season of transition. Staffing changes, leadership changes, new structures, new opportunities, 
and some difficult conversations along the way.

As a council we are beginning to see some of the things we've been working toward taking shape. We've 
welcomed new staff, strengthened financial accountability through Lighthouse Strategic Solutions, created 
new opportunities for ministry in programs and worship, and we are moving toward a more financially 
sustainable staffing structure. And we want to celebrate that with all of you!

The goal of these transitions has been transformation. To remain faithful to our calling while creating space 
for new generations of people to belong.

But sometimes the very systems we create to protect what we love can make it difficult for something  
new to grow. Over the past several years, many seeds have been planted, and we are beginning to see 
some of them grow. Perhaps our work right now isn't to keep digging up those seeds to see whether 
they're growing, but to trust what has been planted, continue tending the soil, and give new things room 
to take root. 

We want you to know that important policies and practices have been established to strengthen 
accountability and oversight. Those safeguards matter to your council, Leadership, Pastors and staff!

But a healthy congregational culture doesn't change simply because new structures or staff are in place.  
It changes when we begin practicing different behaviors together. When we move from protecting 
what we've always done to discerning what is needed now. 

Trust doesn't mean we stop asking questions or holding leadership accountable. It means we work 
together with clarity, transparency, and a shared commitment to our future.

We also took time in our visioning to discuss the ELCA’s Social Statement and as part of this we will 
be taking a look at our own congregational response to the 2009 Social Statement. There will be 
opportunities for discussion as we move forward with this.

In looking forward, we are looking at preparing the budget for 2027. Our table leadership has been asked 
to have their budget asks in by month end, but a large part of this depends on getting pledges back and 
knowing where we stand. We ask that you prayerfully consider how you are able to support the ministry of 
Our Saviors in the year to come. 

Lastly, we are excited to announce that the Council has also approved the reformation and election of an 
Endowment Committee. The nominating committee will be seeking potential members of this committee 
which will be voted in at the Annual Meeting.

In Christ’s Peace, 
Our Savior’s Council
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.

Planning Ahead: 
A Gift of Love to Those We Love

Some of the most meaningful gifts we give to those 
we love come through conversations we aren’t always 
comfortable having. Planning for the future, talking about 
death, and considering the legacy we want to leave can 
feel overwhelming, but we don’t have to navigate these 
conversations alone.

Join Pastor Kira for a special gathering as Tharan Leopold, 
Gift Planner with the ELCA Foundation, shares how we can 
thoughtfully plan for the gifts God has entrusted to us, caring 
for our loved ones while making a lasting impact through the 
ministries and causes we cherish. We will also welcome Boldt 
Funeral Home, who will help us explore funeral pre-planning 
and the decisions we can make today to ease the burden on 
loved ones during difficult times.

This is an opportunity to ask questions, explore possibilities, 
and begin conversations in a welcoming, safe space. Come with 
your questions and an open heart. You don’t need to have all 
the answers or be ready to make any decisions. Sometimes the 
greatest gift we can give those we love is the peace of mind 
that comes from planning ahead.

Faith grows here
oursaviorsfbo.org

Sunday, November 1 
10:45–11:30 AM | Following Worship
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Where good books lead to meaningful conversations
All are Invited, 
so start reading now.

Our November selection will take us in a very different direction! Yesteryear is a thought-provoking 
novel about a modern-day social media influencer who has built her identity around an idealized 
“traditional” way of life. It raises fascinating questions about faith, identity, gender roles, motherhood, 
social media, nostalgia, power, and the stories we tell ourselves about the “good old days.” 

1. What stayed with you? 

2. Where did you see yourself?

3. Where might God be inviting you?

A note for readers: This is an adult novel and contains strong language and mature and potentially disturbing content, 
including depictions of domestic and child abuse, violence, sexual content, pregnancy-related trauma, and other 

difficult situations. It will not be the right book for every reader, and that is okay. I chose this book because it gives us 
plenty to wrestle with and discuss together. As always, come ready for good conversation, different perspectives, and 

the opportunity to listen to one another!

Our next gathering is on �

Sunday, November 15
11am-12pm �

at Good Day Coffee

We'll be discussing  

"Yesteryear"  
�by Caro Claire Burke 
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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Growing Community
Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.Connect in a small group ministry outside of weekly worship.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 

Stepping Stone Classes   
FOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

November 4th
PRESCHOOLERS (PRE-K)   
6:30-7:30pm | Fellowship Hall 

IN THIS CLASS WE WILL WELCOME OUR PRESCHOOL 
STUDENTS, SPEND TIME IN SCRIPTURE, AND HAVE  
FUN WITH A CRAFT. 

THE STEPPING STONE WILL BE PRESENTED THE  
FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY (11/11) DURING WORSHIP.
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Youth Group

Join Us. All Are Welcome

Youth in grades 9 -12 are invited to spend your Wednesday nights having fun, 
building community, and learning about God with us.

WEDNESDAYS  |  8-9 PM 
OSLC YOUTH ROOM

YOUTH MINISTRY  
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With Deepest Sympathy

May God 's grace and love surround you during this difficult time.

Our Sympathy to Those Who Mourn: 

Barb Condit and family  
in the death of her husband, Terry.

Steve & Lisa Quimby and family  
in the death of her daughter, Corrinne Meling.

Mark & Kim Hedenstrom and family  
in the death of her father, Thomas Dee.

For the family of Ginger Myers.

SYMPATHIES
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NOVEMBER  USHERS
HERB HICKEY ©	 HARRY & SHARON DELL 
EVON ASK	 MARK HELGESON 
DEAN MANZ	 BRUCE & JAN BOUDREAU 
LIZ DUPUIS

COMMUNION
	 NOVEMBER 15	 NOVEMBER 22 

PREP	 Fred & Barb Grote	 Fred & Barb Grote 
SERVERS	 Fred & Barb Grote	 Fred & Barb Grote 
	 Linda Mueller	 Jill Finstuen 
	 Karen Rasmussen	 Barb Condit 
	 Ardys Johnson	 Krista Cox 
	 Paula Schauer	 Marnie Roiger 

SCRIPTURE READERS 
NOV. 1	 Edie Mattson 
NOV. 8	 Linda Mueller 
NOV. 15	 Jill Finstuen 
NOV. 22	 Christine Sammon 
NOV. 29	 Liz Dupuis

SOUND & TECH TEAM
NOVEMBER 1 
Sound: Ashley Taylor	 Media Shout: Mitch Anderson

NOVEMBER 8  
Sound: Amy Cox	 Media Shout: Tim Cox

NOVEMBER 15 
Sound: Jordyn Finstuen	 Media Shout: Jarid Finstuen

NOVEMBER 22 
Sound: Allen Salveson	 Media Shout: Linda Hanegraff

NOVEMBER 29 
Sound: Ashley Taylor	 Media Shout: Mitch Anderson

SERMON TEXT & VOLUNTEERS

"Gathering the Good"
Sunday, November 1 

Philippians 4:4-10

 

“Openning Our Hands”
Sunday, November 8 
2 Corinthians 9:6-12

“Entrusted Life”
Sunday, November 15 

Matthew 25:14-30

“The Next Faithful Step”
Sunday, November 22 

Matthew 5:13-16

“Awake”
Sunday, November 29 

Isaiah 2:1-5

November

Faith grows here.
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1207 Prairie Ave. S. | Faribault, MN 55021

oursaviorsfbo.org     E Q M
stay connected

Pr. Kira Anderson 
Lead Pastor 
pastorkira@oursaviorsfbo.org

Pr. Paul Gauche 
Pastor for Formation & Thriving 
pastorpaul@oursaviorsfbo.org

Ashley Taylor 
Kathleen G. Putrah Director of Children's Ministry 
ashley@oursaviorsfbo.org

Laurell LaCanne 
Office Coordinator 
officecoordinator@oursaviorsfbo.org

Andrea Kubinski 
Congregational Council President 
churchcouncil@oursaviorsfbo.org

Faith grows here.

Fall Back 
November 1 
Daylight Savings Ends 

DON'T FORGET TO SET  
YOUR CLOCKS BACK  
AN HOUR OR YOU'LL  

MISS WORSHIP.


